RUSEIAN JEWS
FROM A RUSSIAN

Axnti-semiric feeling still runs high: to
this the late most unjustifiable demonstra-
tions against Sarah Bernhardt in Galicia and
(dessa bear witness. That it is especially
strong in the eastern part of Europe, where
the Israelites are most numercus and most
firmly seated, is another indubitable fact. It
also may be safely asserted that never, even
in the quietest times, is this feeling wholly
extinct, Were it otherwise, the popular out-
breaks could not be so violent, so frequent,
nor—to use a homely but expressive word
—s0 “catching,” not so uniform in character,
as they have been within not very many
years in Roumania, Galicia, eastern Prussia,
and, very lately, in the south of Russia.
When the effects are identical, the causes
must he at least similar, and where the
former recur with persistent iteration, the
latter may be supposed to he anent
and deeply rooted. Now, looking back
along the line of ages, we find that no
historical event recurs maore surely, though
at irregular intervals, than popular outbreaks
against the Jews. Wherein lies the cause
of this singularly tenacious phenomenon?
Historians are quick and ready with their
answer: “ In religions intolerance, with itz
attendant spirits of fanaticism and persecu-
tion, and in the antagonism of race,” Such
an explanation may pass muster for the
ages of medieval darkness—but sweeping
assertions seldom exhaust a subject, and this
can be proved to be no exception to the
rule. When the same phenomenon is re-
produced periodically in our own time, under
our eyes, and we are still told that #its only
cause lies in religious intolerance and the
spirit of persecution—more shame to our
enlightened nineteenth century,” and when
this is made the burden of a general hue and
cry from the so-called progressive and liberal
press of most countries, we hecome slightly
skeptical, and desirous of looking inte the
matter for ourselves and more closely, We
hope better things of our own time ; we are
familiar with it, being a part of it, and we
know that its ruling spint is not that of re-
ligious intolerance. We also know, from the
teachings of the modern philosophical school
of history, that the popular mind and fecling,
however abrupt and unreasonable their out-
ward manifestations may he, are strictly logical
in their development, and that the masses,
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when they appear to be swayed by nothing
but caprice, or a sudden gust of passion, or
at best by a blind and defective instinet, are
in reality ruled by irresistible hidden currents
of historical life, not the less powerful because
they act at great depths below the surface,
To dive into those depths, to reach those
currents, to ascertain their direction and force,
is the task of the inquirer. Sometimes chance
steps in, and by the discovery of some unex-
pected clew lightens the task. It so happens
that such a clew, in this particular case, has
been offered by a rather peculiar combination
of circumstances in Russia several years
ago, and as the interest in the subject has
been strongly and somewhat painfully revived
by the widespread tumultuous occurrences
of the last twelvemonth or so, it is surely
worthy of a few moments' serious attention,
under the guidance of these revelations,
which, though they concern specially the con-
dition, power, and acts of the Russian Jews,
will be found to possess more than strictly
local importance. A convenient introduction
15 afforded us by the general rising against the
Jews which took place last spring throughout
the south-west of Russia, and of which scarcely
more than a bare mention was transmitted
at the time to this country,

Tue disturbances began at Telizavetgrad,
in the middle of the Easter week., How did
they begin 2 On what provocation ? The im-
mediate occasion was too trifling to have

, been more than a pretense, a signal for some-
thing long impending. The first three holi-
days had passed over quietly, when, on the
afternoon of KEaster Wednesday, a quarrel
took place at a much-frequented public-house
on account of a broken drinking-glass, for
which the offender refused to pay. The
tavern-keeper, who was a Jew, from angry
remonstrances  passed to Dblows. A voice
from the crowd around the bar was heard
to shout: * They assault our people!™ The
uproar quickly spread along the street, and,
in a few minutes, there was a mob of not
less than a thousand men, which carried the
news and the excitement from end to end
of the city. The work of destruction began
immediately, and raged all through the night
and through the following day and evening,

" See *Topics of the Time™ in this number of the magazine,
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as late as midnight, when it stopped—naot so
much from fear of the troops who had been
telegraphed for and only then had arrived,
as because scarcely anything was left to de-
stroy. To realize the extent of the ravages
done, it must be kept in mind that Teliza-
vetgrad, situated on the highway between
Poltiva and Odessa, i3 a great commercial
thoroughfare and a very wealthy city, with
a population of forty-five thousand, of which
fully one-third are Jews. The authorities
were wholly unprepared. The ordinary police
force was far too small to be of any use,
and of the military only four squadrons of
cavalry were on hand—a force particularly
illsuited for action in narrow, crowded streets
—not quite five hundred men in all against a
mob of many thousands, hall of them women
and children. It was a good-natured mob, too,
which did not provoke violence by resistance,
but dispersed at the fimt collision ; but the
broken groups would join again some strects
further off, and carry their devastations to
other quarters where the field was still clear.
As for the citizens of the better classes, they,
of course, took no part in the proceedings,
—but they did nothing to oppose them,
Numbers followed the different mobs out of
curlosity, as mere lookers-on, A certain se-
cret sympathy with the noters could even be
detected, which the latter were not slow in
perceiving, and acknowledged by sundry
marks of fmendly attention. Thus, on the
% bazaar,” or market-place, the ground bemng
very wet and muddy, they spread it with car-
pets and woolen materials dragged out of the
shops, at the same time politely inviting the
spectators * to approach, as they need not be
afraid of soiling their nice shoes” The citi-
zens would probably not have preserved this
passive attitude had the roters shown them-

gob

selves at all cruelly inclined, and threatened the |

persons of the Jews instead of venting their
rage only on their property. But, as 1t was,
the worst instincts of a2 mob were not called
into play, in great part owing to the prudence
of the Jews themselves, who mostly kept out
of sight. Had they * shown fight ™ at all, mat-
ters might have taken a more tragical turn,
for the rioters gave signs of manifest irmtation
in the rare instances when revolvers were
fired, very harmlessly, from windows, Crowds
of women and children, and townspeople of
the poorer sort, followed in their wake, pick-
ing up and carrying away all they could
of the waluable property which covered the
ground, or lay piled in mud-bespattered heaps,
and literally could be had, not for the asking,
but for the taking. A noteworthy feature, and
one that shows how entirely the actors wers
mastered by one feeling, that of animosity
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toward the Jews, is that the rioters—mostly
workmen, handicraftsmen, and peasants from
the environs—did not take anything for
themselves ; they merely destroyed. Some
shop-keepers and houscholders tned to ran-
som their goods with sums of money. One
gave a thousand rubles, another two thou-
sand ; many gave a hundred and fifty or two
hundred. The rioters took the money, but
only to fling the coin away and tear the paper
to shreds, and then went on with their work.
The only temptation which they could not resist
was whiskey [vadda ). In the cellars of whole-
sale spirit-warehouses, every barrel was staved
in or the faucets were taken out, till the whiskey
stood several feet deep and the barrels ac-
tually swam. Three men were saved from
drowning only by the timely assistance of the
soldiers. Many lay senseless about the streets,
and were picked up in that condition hours
afterward.® Yet, on the whole, the mob be-
haved—for a mob—with remarkable coolness
and discrimination. Not a-single Russian
house or shop was touched, even by mistake,
although protected only by crosses in white
chalk on the doors and shutters, and occasion-
ally by some saints' images (ddemas) and
Easter loaves placed in the windows—a de-
vice which was found so efficient that the Jews
did not fail to adopt it in other towns, where
many saverd their houses by it. Jews living in
Chrstian houses were not molested ; neither
were Hebrew physicians and lawyers, they
Leing considered useful members of society.
Exceptions were made in favor of well-recom-
mended individuals, Thus, at the door of one
house belonging to a Jew, themob is confronted
by the porter: * Boys,"” says he, “leave him
alone! He is a pood man, and often gives
you work. I have been ten years in his serv-
1ce.” “All right!" say the foters, and pass on.
When the outrages were stopped at last,
and the excitement had worn itsell out, the
city presented the strangest, wildest aspect
The streets were as white as after a fall of
snow, for one of the mob's chief amusements
had been to rip up every feather-bed and pil-
low they came across, and fling out the con-
tents. The wooden houses were shattered, the
furniture broken 1o pieces and left in heaps,
mingled with kitchen utensils and household
oods of every kind. Here might be seen the
%u]k of a grand piano, with hid and legs
wrenched off and strings hanging out; further
on, fine mahogany reduced almost to chips,
with velvet rags still clinging to them, and
close to that the @ééris of painted furniture of

* The account reads something like the famous epi-
sode of the Gordon riots in  Harnaby Kodge," minos
the horrible accessory of the fire,
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the commaonest description. Not a pane of
glass, not a window-frame, not a door was left
whole. Inside the houses the same ravages had
been committed everywhere, with methodical
regularity; every object, even the smallest,
was broken or spoiled for use ; the very stoves
were demaolished; nothing escaped destruction.

The pawnbrokers' offices were the first to
suffer; then came the public-houses, the
wholesale wine and spirit shops, then the
other shops, and lastly whatever the mob set
eyes on that belonged to Jews. The market-
place or bazaar was one motley chaos of dry-
goods, broken crockery, ready-made clothes,
iron-ware, leather goods, spilt flour and grain,
Of course, a vast amount of property was
secured and carried off by marauders of the
poorer classes, especially women and children,
wheo followed the rioters for the purpose ; but
when a bill was posted all over the city, ex-
plaining that such conduct would be consid-
ered as robbery or secretion of stolen goods,
and requiring all such unlawful prizes to be
delivered at the different police stations within
three days, whole wagon-loads began to ar-
rive, not only from different parts of the city,
bust even from the surrounding villages, These
simpletons actually did not know that they
were committing a blamable act and incur-
ring a severe responsibility, When questioned
or rebuked, they answered with the greatest
candor: “ Why, wedid not steal these things ;
they were lying around, so we picked them
up. We meant no harm,” Of course there
were exceptions, and in several instances,
especially in other cities, great quantities of
valuable goods, as jewelry, watches, silks, and
the like, were found in the possession of
people whose social position put the plea of
ignorance out of the question. Nay, well-
dressed women—ladies they could not he
called—had been seen to drive to the scene
of destruction, and to fill their carriages with
Elunl:ler. Many a private grudge, too, may

ave been indulged under cover of the con-
fusion, as in the case of a certain tradesman
in Kief, who rushed into the house of a
wealthy Hebrew merchant at the head of a
band of rioters, gave the signal of destruc-
tion by shattering with his own hands the
piano and largest mirror, and under whose
bed many valuables belonging to the same
merchant were afterward found.

In Kief and Odessa the riots broke out a
few weeks later, in May and June, and took a
rather more malignant character: more per-
sonal outrages were committed ; the troops
and police were resisted, so that several
people were killed and about two hundred
wounded ; passers-by, who were accidentally
met by infuriated bands, were in imminent
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danger, and escaped it only by crossing them-
selves ostentatiously, after two men had al-
ready been struck down by mistake; two
or three times the mob viciously had recourse
to fire, poured kerosene on pieces of dry-goods,
ot set fire to barrels of oil, petroleum, tar, and
pitch, and only the greatest vigilance pre-
vented a general conflagration,

While all this was geing on in the large
cities, the small towns naturally followed suit,
Great agitation prevailed in the villages also,
but with comparatively trifling results,—on the
one hand, because numbers of the peasantry
had joined the rioters in the great centers; on
the other because, immediately after the oc-
currences in Ielizavetgrad, Government offi-
cials had been dispatched all over the country,
to talk to the people, exhort them to keep
quiet, and explain to them to what conse-
quences they would expose themselves unless
they did. This was a most necessary measure,
for the country people had somehow got
possessed of an idea that a rising against the
Jews would be connived at. There were even
vague rumors abroad that it was desired, nay
that a certain mysterious * paper” had come
from head-quarters, formally authorizing it
which paper was withheld from the public
only because the local officials had been
bribed by the Jews to conceal it. Where and
how such nonsense could have originated and
been circulated has never been found out.
The fact, at all events, points to some hidden
machinations, some underhand leadership,
and there can be little doubt that the Nihil-
ists—or socialists—were concerned in the
movement, and secretly fomented it. Procla-
mations were found in the streets of Poltdva,
and along the most frequented post-roads,
exhorting the people to massacre the Jews
and the properdy-folding clizsses. In another
place a woman, disguised as a policeman, was
canght distributing small printed sheets of the
same description. Odessa being a university
city, the workings of the socialistic propaganda
were especially apparent there, and, strange 1o
say, of the students arrested for openly inciting
the mob to the plundering and destruction of
Jewish property, and to riotous proceedings
generally, one was himsell an Israelite. Yet,
in the great amount of lawlessness committed
in those wild weeks, these are isolated cases
which do not warrant the assumption gener-
ally set up in official circles, that the Jewish
riots of last spring were entrely the work of
“the party.” It was not to be supposed that
the revolutionary agents should miss so good
a chance of working on inflammable material
—offered them, so to speak, ready for use. But
their efforts must be looked upon as one of
many sparks falling on a train of gunpowder,
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The above is a very condensed, but faith-
ful and not incomplete, account. Anecdotes
might be multiplied, but as it is, no character-
istic feature has been omitted. And now, after
attentively perusing it, who will venture to
affirm that religious animosity or the spirit of
intolerance had anything whatever to do with
the deplorable outrages committed on one-
third of the population by the other two-
thirds 7 On the contrary, do we not see that
every motive ewepd that one was at work
more or less openly ? Popular revenge, polit-
ical propaganda, common greed, commercial
rivalry,—as in the case of the small Russian
tradesmen, who would not be sorry to get rid
of Hebrew competition, nor averse to getting
the same exorbitant interest themselves,—in
shart, most human passions are in play except
religious intolerance. If more is needed to
complete the evidence, here are a few miscel-
laneous scraps to the point. “ When T reached
the corn-bazaar,” writes a special correspond-
ent of the “Golos," from Kief, “the Jewish
shops were already demolished and plundered;
the mob was just attacking the public-houses,
Having broken in doors and windows, they
rolled the Harrels out on the street and broke
thém to pieces. Whiskey flowed in streams,
The rioters waded—they bathed—in whiskey.
The marauding women carried it away by pail-
fuls, Through the uproar I could clearly distin-
guish the shouts coming from all sides, ‘The
Jews have lorded it over us long enough !’
1t is our turn now !’ *They have got every-
thing into their own hands!’ ¢ Life is too
dear ? ¢ They grind us to death!’ etc. Some
well-intentioned persons went about amongst
groups of idlers, who were evidently anxious
to begin operations, and were forming into a
sufficiently numerous mob, and tried fo dis-
suade them, ‘How can you be so foolish 2’
they would say. ‘Don't you know that you
will be punished?’ The reply in almost:
every case amounted to this: ¢ No matter;
we will take our punishment—it will be only
ence. The Jews torture us all our lives.'”

It is a fact so well known in Russia as to
need no repetition or argument, that it is in
part the merciless and systematic “exploita-
tion,” or, as the people so graphically describe
it, #he sucking out of the country's blood by
the Jews, which has brought the peasantry of
the West to the depths of destitution. As a
consequence, never, in the whole course of
our history, has the rage for emigration been
so much of an epidemic as it is growing to be
since the Government has opened the wide
fields of eastern Sibenia and the Amoor country
to settlers, offering them assistance, encourage-
ment, and advantages. ‘The Little-Russian
peasant, like every tiller of the soil, is deeply
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attached to the land that nourishes him and
his family. Such a land, too!—one of the
healthiest, wealthiest, most fertile regions in
the world, Yet this fruitful land—the very
stland of milk and honey'—they will aban-
don in gangs, halfvillages at a time, their
wives and children and some few wretched
houschold goods piled on their wooden wag-
ons, drawn by small, emaciated horses, some-
times a cow tied in the rear, but more fre-
quently of late despoiled even of this last
friend and chiel support of the litde ones, and
start on their dreaty tramp across half of one
continent and the whole of another,—to them
an incalculable number of miles,—for a distant,
absolutely strange, nay, umimaginable goal,
which half of them never reach,—all this with
a recklessness which can come of nothing but
despair®*

Russia has millions of Meohammedan sub-
jects. I do not mean our new subjects of
Central Asia, but the Tatars along the Volga
and in the Crimea, and the inhabitants of the
highlands of the Caucasus. They are received
in the public schools and colleges, where they
are taught the principles of their religious law
by doctors (maffaks) of their own. They fur-
nish good soldiers and distinguished officers to
our army. They ply various crafts in the midst
of our native population, especially those of

dlers, of cab-drivers, and hotel - waiters.
They are thrifty and peaccable, Who ever
heard of hostile outbreaks against them? A
little good-humored raillery is all they ever
have to encounter at the hands of our people,
who will call them * Pig-ear” in fun, or some-
times in derision, when angry or quarreling, in
allusion to their horror of pork. * Shaved-
pate” is also a current appellation, which they
are so far from taking in bad part that a
Tatar peddler, if so hailed by some housewife
from the other side of the street, will imme-
diately walk over, and, of course, drive the
best bargain he can. But the people would no
mare think of attacking the Tatar quarter in
St. Petersburg, or demolishing and plundering
a Tatar village on the Veolga, than of so dealing
with 2 Fussian bazaar or homestead. Where,
then, is the difference ? Why this imperturb-
able good understanding with fellow-subjects
of one race and religion, and this ineradicable
animosity against those of another ?

Il

Ir we were told that a certain great state,
embracing under its rule populations belong-

# There is another current of emigration from the
government on_the Valga; and that, of course, has
nothing to do with the Jews.
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ing to several distinct races, had in the num-
ber several millions of subjects who, outwardly
peaceable and harmless, nay, timid to cow-
ardice and submissive to servility, were yet
unceasingly and systematically undermining
the well-being of the country they inhabir;
whe, while enjoying the fullest relizgious toler-
ation and liberty of public worship, scrupu-
lously perform every year a public religious
ceremony which offers a loop-hole of release
from the obligation of keeping any oath or
promise made to the Government or to individ-
uals belonging to the state religion ; who, while
sheltered by the laws equally with all their fel-
low-subjects, and, like them, entitled to sit in
local courts of justice, are bound, under the
direst penalties of excommunication, to decide
cases brought before them only according to
mstructions received {rom a secret tribunal of
their own ; who are authorized and taught by
their law to consider the persons and prop-
erty of their fellow-subjects, if belonging to a
different race and religion from theirs, as their
natural patdmony, lawful for them to secure
by any means; lastly, who contrive to feed
whole distrigts in part on the refuse of the meat
slaughtered for themselves,—if such a state
of things were described to us as existing
actually, in a great country, under a strong
and well-established government, would not
such a statement awaken in us a feeling of
incredulity amounting to total dishelief?
Surely no government can for a single moment
tolerate so monstrous an anomaly! Certainly
not—. «, not with its eves open. But there
are many ways of blinding the most wake-
ful eyes. Argus had a hundred of them, yet
Hermes could charm them all. That the
above is no wild fiction, but a statement of
facts, an account of the condition in which
the entire west and south-west of Russia has
been for centuries, and is now, is the start-
ling discovery which we owe to the remark-
able collection of authentic documents, edited
in 1869 by Jacob Brafmann, under official
patronage, and with means of a semi-offi-
cial source. But before examining and quot-
ing the work, something must be said of
the man, whose marked individuality invites
attention.

There have of old heen Jews of two
descriptions, so different as to be like two
distinct races. There were the Jews who saw
God and proclaimed His law, and those who
worshiped the golden calf and vearned for
the flesh-pots of Egypt; there were the Jews
who followed Jesus, and those who cruci-
fied Him; there were the thinkers and
the sticklers; the men of the spirit and the
men of the letter; Spinoza and his perse-
cutors, To borrow, for 2 moment, Renan’s
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noble and strking language, “in the course
of its long history Israel has always had an
admirable minority which protested against
the errors of the majority of the nation, A
vast dualism is the very essence of this singu-
lar people's life, It has been divided, so to
speak, into two opposing families, of which
the one represented the narrow, malevolent,
hair-splitting, materialistic side of the genius
of Israel, the other its liberal, benevolent,
idealistic side. The contrast has always been
striking.” *

Jacob Brafmann is distinctively a Jew, but
distinctively belongs to the “ admirable mi-
nority." Of humble parentage, and in no way
favored by fortune, he was raised out of his
sordid surroundings and the narrow groove of
his early training by nothing but the predomi-
nance of *the liberal, benevolent, idealistic
element in his nature. His boyhood was the
same unenviable round of useless, unintelligent
school learning, mischievous idleness, and pre-
cocious familiarity with sharp practice of every
kind, which makes the Hebrew youth of the
poorer class so unattractive a specimen,  “ Edu-
cation” for the Hebrew boy of small means be-
gins, indeed, at the age of five or six, but consists
entirely in learning to read and memorizing
the « Prayer-book ™ ; then chapters from the
Pentateuch, with scraps of Talmudistic com-
mentary, and it may be, at the last stage, frag-
ments from the Talmud 1tself. Then, at seven-
teen or eightecn, comes mardage with all its
cares and burdens,—and Hebrew wedlock is
proverbially prolific,—but too often without its
solace and companionship, for the matter is
usually arranged by the respective families, with-
out reference to the young people's wishes or
sympathies. Poor Brafmann fared butill at this
pass; the mate assigned him was exceptionally
uncongenial to him. Doggedly he worked for
Jis family, plying alternately sundry small trades
and various crafts—that of cab-driver, of pho-
tographer, ete., with the versatility peculiar to
his race, and to which they are partly driven
by the necessities of an overcrowded, over-
stocked market in those centers of dense and
abjectly poor Jewish population. But, unlike
his brethren, he did not sink and harden in
degradation. Through all those years of love-
less, thankless toil, he never ceased to think,
to observe, to leam—nay, to study, in the
real and higher sense of the word, robbing
many of his nights of their necessary rest, and
bitterly upbraided by his voung wife on
account, not of his health, which suffered
under the excessive strain, but of the candle
which * he wasted.” He became a Hebrew

*4 Les Evangiles et la Seconde Génération Chré-
tienne," page 12,
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scholar, he learned Russian and German—the
literary German, not the mongrel jargon which
Jews all talk in those parts—at the age of
thirty-four ; he even taught himself to read
and understand French and Latin. He read
the New Testament, and studied deeply in
Christian theology. At length, and from sin-
cere conviction, he became an open convert
to Christianity, and received baptism. Life
among his own people had now become im-
possible, but the education which he had
given himself with almost superhuman per-
sistence and intwition had fitted him for
better things, and when he was appointed
teacher of the Hebrew language at the semi-
nary® of Minsk, in 1860, he found himself in
an honorable and, comparatively speaking,
comfortable position,

Even before that, Brafmann had attracted
the Emperor’s attention by addressing to him
a memoir concerning the anomalous posi-
tion and conditions of life of his Hebrew
subjects, The consequence was that, to-
gether with his appointment, he received an
imperial order to study and propose ways
and means for removing the tremendous
obstacles which Jewish converts encounter
when they declare their intention of becom-
ing Christians. To aid him in his researches,
access was opened to the greatest variety of
sources bearing on the question,—on the one
hand by the support of the bishop, on the
other by that—Iless official, but perhaps
even more effective—ofl many a Hebrew
well-wisher. * It was thus,” says Brafmann,
in his preface, “that a rich collection of
materials accumulated in my portfolio, valu-
able not only for my special object, but
as illustrating the condition of the Hebrew
population  penerallv, * * * The most
prominent feature of my collection is & pack-
age of more than one thousand authentic
documents, never published until this time—
ordinances, resolutions, and acts of divers
Jewish éakals [administrative councils] and
beth-dins |courts of justice], which are of
great importance as representing that prac-
tical side of modern Jewish Life which can
never be discerned by outsiders—by those who
have not, so to speak, been reared within
the synagogue walls. * * *" ¢ These docu-
ments,” it i3 said, further on, “afford con-
vincing evidence that the kahal and beth-din
tule the private and social life of the Jewish
population in a great measure independent
of the Talmud, and that their own prnivate

gIo

* The ward “ seminary ' is always applied to eccle-
stastical schools or colleges, placed wnder the juris.
diction of the local ecclesiastical anthorities, and, as
supreme resort, of the Holy Synod.
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ordinances, supported by the penalty of the
Eherem [excommunication] are of far greater
moment to the modern Jew than the Talmud.
* * * They show as clearly as possible in what
way and by what means the Jews, notwith-
standing their limited rights, have always suc-
ceeded 1 driving alien elements from the towns
and boroughs where they have settled, to get
into their hands the capital and immovable
property in those places, and to get rid of all
competition in commetce and trades, as has
been the case in the western provinces of
Russia, in Poland, Galicia, Roumania; by
what miracle it could come to pass that whole
departments of France were found to be
mortgaged to the Jews in 1806, as Napoleon
tells Champagny in his letter of November
gth of that year, although they formed only
an insignificant minonty in the empire, m all
sixty thousand. Finally, what is most impor-
tant to us, these documents contain the plain
answer to the question why the labor and
money expended by our Government, in the
course of the present century, on the refor-
mation of the Jews have brought no result”
Of these thousand documents, ranging from
1794 to 1833, Brafmann published in his book,
“The Kahal,” a selection of two hundred and
eighty-five, mostly dated from Minsk, in the
government of the same name. Their anthen-
ticity is proved {1} by their very ancient look ;
(2) by the uniform notarial handwriting ; (3)
by the signatures of many persons which can
be identified from other existing sources ; {4)
by the water-mark in the paper on which they
are written,

Before we examine their contents and the
conditions of life which they illustrate, it
may he well to define the exact meaning
of some words which incessantly recur in
them, and, first of all, that of the term kahal
Jitself.

The #akad, abbreviated from  Aheder-da-
Eakal, 15 the town-council or administrative
council of a Jewish community. Officially it
purports to discharge only a few modest du-
ties, distributing the taxes among their peo-
ple, for the punctual payment of which they
assume the responsibility before the Govern-
ment, taking care of the sick, superintending
the synagogue and all that pertains to He-
brew worship, ceremonial, and religions ob-
servances. On these grounds the institution
is not only tolerated, but sanctioned and
actively supported by the Government. In
reality, it wields supreme, absolute, and
unguestioned power over every phase of He-
brew life, both private and social, and man-
ages to use the local Christian authorities as
its unwitting tools, not only against its Gentile
fellow-subjects, but against any of its own




































