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When Naeim Giladi first came upon the
research material he used for this book, he
was shocked. He did not believe that Jews
would kill other Jews for political objectives.
Never before has anything been published
like this. These are all true and shocking
facts.
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Foreword

Dear Reader:

This story could have been told nearly forty years ago. | had
accumulated a great deal of research material pertaining to the sinking
and attempted sabotage of the ships Patria and Struma. Also a ship called
Empire Life Guard was planted with bombs with a delay-switch. However the
timing device failed to work at the set time, and the ship exploded in the
port of Haifa with loss of life. All these ships carried the remnants of
European Jewry that had escaped the fury of Hitler's Third Reich.

Not as lucky was Egoz, a small boat that sank off the shores of
Morocco while carrying Jewish children out of Morocco. | was incensed that
these innocent victims were sacrificed on the altar of statehood. In
addition, the Arab village of Qibyah was attacked on October 14, 1953.
Sixty-nine  defenseless men, women and children were mercilessly
massacred. It was rumored that the Israeli army was the perpetrator of the
massacre, but Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion officially denied this. He
said: "We checked and found that not one army unit left the base that
night.”

Two days later, | met a friend who lived in a Jewish colony across the
border from Qibyah. He told me that he saw fully armed Israeli soldiers
under the command of Ariel Sharon cross the border in the direction of
Qibyah that very same night. David Ben-Gurion had indeed ordered the
operation in spite of his denials. He also denied subsequent -cover-ups,
such as the massacre of the passengers of a bus near Maaleh  Ha'akrabim.
The Israeli government wrongfully accused Arabs, while it was a Jewish
gang that committed the massacre. With much research, | later found
evidence proving the involvement of yet another massacre sponsored by
the Israeli government. It was at this point that | decided to write what |
had discovered because | knew the truth couldn't be hidden without
damaging what | believed at that time to be the refuge for the Jews.

I learned that before one could publish a book in Israel, permission
had to be granted by the censors of this so-called democracy. If the
censors deemed that a story could be harmful to the state, they would
withhold permission to publish it. If one still persisted and gained
permission to publish, censorship would make so many deletions, the
book would be unreadable. If one managed to publish without the
permission of the censors, one would be liable to arrest and incarceration
for as long as the authorities would decide.

When I was contemplating writing and publishing this book, two of my
colleagues and well known Israeli journalists were arrested and put in jail
for exposing the involvement of the Israeli secret police (Mossad) in the
kidnapping in Paris of Mehdi Ben-Barka, a popular Moroccan socialist
leader. The foreign press throughout the world had already disclosed this
information. Maxim Gilan and Samuel Mour were nonetheless charged with
crimes against national security and were locked up for six months.
Moreover, the Israeli media were gagged and not even allowed to mention
that the two journalists had been arrested. If the authorities had wished,
the two men would have been kept in jail for the rest of their lives.
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My friends advised me to wait until I was out of the country before
publishing my book, thus avoiding a confrontation with the Israeli censors.
Before making my decision, | contacted a number of foreign reporters

based in Israel and asked them if they could publish without being
checked by the Israeli censors. They told me that everything they wrote
had to be cleared by Israeli censors who were the only ones who could fax
their material out of the country. If they tried to circumvent the Israeli
censors, they would never be allowed to work in Israel again.

Years later, | immigrated to the United States. | contacted some
important American publishers and | found a great deal of interest and
willingness to publish my work. But when it was time to sign a contract, the
publishers demanded that | give them the right to delete or change any
part of the book they wished. For me, this constituted a form of
censorship. | turned down their offers even though it meant a substantial
loss of income. However, | never regretted my decision. Thanks to the help
of many friends, I managed to publish in its integrity the first edition of
this book. Now, at last | have found a publisher, Dandelion Books, whose
mission is to deliver the truth, uncensored, because they understand the
full implications of living in deception and self-denial. Hence, the second
edition of my book with additions and revisions.

Naeim Giladi
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ONE

The Jews of Iraq

Publisher's Note:

Chapter One of this book was originally an article by Naeim Giladi,
edited by John Mahoney, Executive Director of Americans for Middle East
Understanding. It first appeared in the April-May 1998 issue of The Link,
the AMEU magazine.

On March 16, 1998, two days prior to his 69th birthday, Mahoney
interviewed Naeim Gildadi for three hours.

"Then, for nearly two more delightful hours,” recalls Mahoney, "we
were treated to a multi-course Arabic meal prepared by his wife Rachael,
who is also Iragqi.

"It's our Arab culture,”" Mr. Giladi said proudly.

Writes Mahoney in the introduction to the article:

In our previous Link, Israeli historian Ilan Pappe looked at the
hundreds of thousands of indigenous Palestinians whose lives were
uprooted to make room for foreigners who would come to populate
confiscated land. Most were Ashkenazi Jews from Eastern Europe. But over
half a million other Jews came from Islamic lands. Zionist propagandists
claim that Israel "rescued" these Jews from their antiJewish, Muslim
neighbors. One of those "rescued" Jews — Naeirn Giladi — knows otherwise.

In this article, Mr. Giladi discusses the crimes committed by Zionists
in their frenzy to import raw Jewish labor. Newly-vacated farmlands had to
be plowed to provide food for the immigrants and the military ranks had to
be filled with conscripts to defend the stolen lands.

Mr. Giladi couldn't get this book published in Israel, and even in the
U.S. he discovered he could do so only if he used his own money.

The Giladi's, now U.S. citizens, live in New York City. By choice, they
no longer hold Israeli citizenship. "I am Iraqi,” he told us, "born in Iraq, my
culture still Iragi Arabic, my religion Jewish, my citizenship American."

We are extremely grateful to John Mahoney for introducing Mr. Giladi
to Dandelion Books so we could have this opportunity to re-issue
Ben-Gurion's Scandals: How the Haganah and The Mossad Eliminated Jews.

Carol Adler, President, Dandelion Books, LLC

I write this article for the same reason | wrote my book: to tell the
American people, and especially American Jews, that Jews from Islamic
lands did not emigrate willingly to Israel; that, to force them to leave, Jews
killed Jews; and that, to buy time to confiscate ever more Arab lands, Jews
on numerous occasions rejected genuine peace initiatives from their Arab
neighbors. | write about what the first prime minister of Israel called "cruel
Zionism." | write about it because | was part of it.
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My Story

Of course | thought | knew it all back then. | was young, idealistic,
and more than willing to put my life at risk for my convictions. It was 1947
and | wasn't quite 18 when the Iraqgi authorities caught me for smuggling
young lIragi Jews like myself out of Iraq, into Iran, and then on to the
Promised Land of the soon-to-be established Israel.

I was an lraqgi Jew in the Zionist underground. My lIraqi jailers did
everything they could to extract the names of my co-conspirators.

Fifty years later, pain still throbs in my right toe-a reminder of the day
my captors used pliers to remove my toenails. On another occasion, they
hauled me to the flat roof of the prison, stripped me bare on a frigid
January day, then threw a bucket of cold water over me. I was left there,
chained to the railing, for hours. But | never once considered giving them
the informat ion they wanted. | was a true believer.

My preoccupation during what | refer to as my "two years in hell" was
with survival and escape. | had no interest then in the broad sweep of
Jewish history in Iraq even though my family had been part of it right from
the beginning. We were originally Haroons, a large and important family of
the "Babylonian Diaspora.” My ancestors had settled in Irag more than
2,600 years ago- 600 years before Christianity, and 1,200 years before
Islam. | am descended from Jews who built the tomb of Yehezkel, a Jewish
prophet of pre-biblical times. My town, where | was born in 1929, is Hillah,
not far from the ancient site of Babylon.

The original Jews found Babylon, with its nourishing Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, to be truly a land of milk, honey, abundance-and
opportunity. Although Jews, like other minorities in what became Iraq,
experienced periods of oppression and discrimination depending on the
rulers of the period, their general trajectory over two and one-half millennia
was upward. Under the late Ottoman rule, for example, Jewish social and
religious institutions, schools and medical facilities flourished without
outside interference, and Jews were prominent in government and
business.

As | sat there in my cell, unaware that a death sentence soon would
be handed down against me, | could not have recounted any personal
grievances that my family members would have lodged against the
government or the Muslim majority. Our family had been treated well and
had prospered, first as farmers with some 50,000 acres devoted to rice,
dates and Arab horses. Then, with the Ottomans, we bought and purified
gold that was shipped to Istanbul and turned into coinage. The Turks were
responsible in fact for changing our name to reflect our occupation-we
became Khalaschi, meaning "Makers of Pure."

I did not volunteer the information to my father that I had joined the
Zionist underground. He found out several months before | was arrested
when he saw me writing Hebrew and using words and expressions
unfamiliar to him. He was even more surprised to learn that, yes, | had
decided | would soon move to Israel myself. He was scornful. "You'll come
back with your tail between your legs," he predicted.

About 125,000 Jews left Iraq for Israel in the late 1940s and into
1952, mostly because they had been lied to and put into a panic by what |
came to learn were Zionist bombs. But my mother and father were among
the 6,000 who did not go to Israel. Although physically I never did return to
Irag-that bridge had been burned in any event-my heart has made the
journey there many, many times. My father had it right.
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I was imprisoned at the military camp of Abu-Greib, about seven
miles from Baghdad. When the military court handed down my sentence of
death by hanging, 1 had nothing to lose by attempting the escape | had
been planning for many months.

It was a strange recipe for an escape: a dab of butter, an orange
peel, and some army clothing that | had asked a friend to buy for me at a
flea market. | deliberately ate as much bread as | could to put on fat in
anticipation of the day | became 18, when they could formally charge me
with a crime and attach the 50-pound ball and chain that was standard
prisoner issue.

Later, after my leg had been shackled, | went on a starvation diet that
often left me weak-kneed. The pat of butter was to lubricate my leg in
preparation for extricating it from the metal band. The orange peel |
surreptitiously stuck into the lock on the night of my planned escape,
having studied how it could be placed in such a way as to keep the lock
from closing.

As the jailers turned to go after locking up, | put on the old army
issue that was indistinguishable from what they were wearing-a long, green
coat and a stocking cap that | pulled down over much of my face (it was
winter). Then | just quietly opened the door and joined the departing group
of soldiers as they strode down the hall and outside, and | offered a "good
night" to the shift guard as | left. A friend with a car was waiting to speed
me away.

Later | made my way to the new state of Israel, arriving in May 1950.
My passport had my name in Arabic and English, but the English couldn't
capture the "kh" sound, so it was rendered simply as Klaski. At the border,
the immigration people applied the English version, which had an Eastern
European, Ashkenazi ring to it. In one way, this "mistake” was my key to
discovering very soon just how the Israeli caste system worked.

They asked me where I wanted to go and what | wanted to do. | was
the son of a farmer; | knew all the problems of the farm, so | volunteered
to go to Dafnah, a farming kibbutz in the high Galilee.

I only lasted a few weeks. The new immigrants were given the worst of
everything. The food was the same, but that was the only thing that
everyone had in common. For the immigrants, bad cigarettes, even bad
toothpaste. Everything. | left.

Then, through the Jewish Agency, | was advised to go to al-Majdal
(later renamed Ashkelon), an Arab town about 9 miles from Gaza, close to
the Mediterranean. The |Israeli government planned to turn it into a
farmersl city, so my farm background would be an asset there.

When | reported to the Labor Office in al-Majdal, they saw that | could
read and write Arabic and Hebrew and they said | could find a good-paying
job with the Military Governor's office. The Arabs were under the authority
of these Israeli Military Governors.

A clerk handed me a bunch of forms in Arabic and Hebrew. Now it
dawned on me. Before lIsrael could establish its farmers' city, it had to rid
al-Majdal of its indigenous Palestinians. The forms were petitions to the
United Nations Inspectors asking for transfer out of Israel to Gaza, which
was under Egyptian control.

I read over the petition. In signing, the Palestinian would be saying
he was of sound mind and body and was making the request for transfer
free of pressure or duress. Of course, there was no way they would leave
without being pressured to do so. These families had been there for
hundreds of years, as farmers, primitive artisans and weavers. The Military
Governor prohibited them from pursuing their live livelihoods-just penned
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them up until they lost hope of resuming their normal lives. That's when
they signed to leave.

I was there and heard their grief. "Our hearts are in pain when we look
at the orange trees that we planted with our own hands. Please let us go,
let us give water to those trees. God will not be pleased with us if we leave

His trees untended."” | asked the Military Governor to give them relief, but
he said, "No, we want them to leave."
I could no longer be part of this oppression and | left. Those

Palestinians who didn't sign up for transfers were taken by force-just put in
trucks and dumped in Gaza. About four thousand people were driven from
al-Majdal in one way or another. The few who remained were collaborators
with the Israeli authorities.

Subsequently, | wrote letters trying to get a government job elsewhere
and | got many immediate responses asking me to come for an interview.
Then they would discover that my face didn't match my Polish/Ashkenazi
name. They would ask if | spoke Yiddish or Polish, and when |1 said |
didn't, they would ask where | came by a Polish name. Desperate for a
good job, I would usually say that I thought my greatgrandfather was from
Poland. | was advised time and again, "we'll give you a call.”

Eventually, three to four years after coming to Israel, | changed my
name to Giladi, which is close to the code name, Gilad, that I had in the
Zionist underground. Klaski wasn't doing me any good anyway, and my
Eastern friends were always chiding me about the name they knew didn't
go with my origins as an Iraqi Jew.

I was disillusioned at what | found in the Promised Land, disillusioned
personally, disillusioned at the institutionalized racism, disillusioned at
what | was beginning to learn about Zionism's cruelties. The principal
interest Israel had in Jews from Islamic countries was as a supply of cheap
labor, especially for the farm work that was beneath the urbanized Eastern
European Jews. Ben-Gurion needed the "Oriental" Jews to farm the
thousands of acres of land left by Palestinians who were driven out by
Israeli forces in 1948.

I began to find out about the barbaric methods used to rid the
fledgling state of as many Palestinians as possible. The world recoils today
at the thought of bacteriological warfare, but Israel was probably the first to
actually use it in the Middle East. In the 1948 war, Jewish forces would
empty Arab villages of their populations, often by threats, sometimes by
just gunning down a half-dozen unarmed Arabs as examples to the rest.
To make sure the Arabs couldn't return to make a fresh life for themselves
in these villages, the Israelis put typhus and dysentery bacteria into the
water wells.

Uri Mileshtin, an official historian for the Israeli Defense Force, has
written and spoken about the use of bacteriological agents. () According to
Mileshtin, Moshe Dayan, a division commander at the time, gave orders in
1948 to remove Arabs from their villages, bulldoze their homes, and
render water wells unusable with typhus and dysentery bacteria.

Acre was so situated that it could practically defend itself with one big
gun, so the Haganah put bacteria into the spring that fed the town. The
spring was called Capri and it ran from the north near a kibbutz. The
Haganah put typhus bacteria into the water going to Acre, the people got
sick, and the Jewish forces occupied Acre. This worked so well, they sent a
Haganah division dressed as Arabs into Gaza, where there were Egyptian
forces, and the Egyptians caught them putting two cans of bacteria, typhus

1/ Mileshtin was quoted by the Israeli daily, Hadashot, in an article published August 13, 1993. The writer, Sarah Layhobis-Dar,
interviewed a number of Israelis who had knowledge of the use of bacteriological weapons in the 1948 war. Mileshtin said
bacteria was used to poison the wells of every village. emptied of its Arab inhabitants.
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and dysentery into the water supply in wanton disregard of the civilian
population. "In war, there is no sentiment,” one of the captured Haganah
men was quoted as saying.

My activism in Israel began shortly after | received a letter from the
Socialist/Zionist Party asking me to help with their Arabic newspaper. When
I showed up at their offices at Central House in Tel Aviv, | asked around to
see just where | should report. | showed the letter to a couple of people
there and, without even looking at it, they would motion me away with the
words, "Room No. 8." When | saw that they weren't even reading the letter,
I inquired of several others.

But the response was the same, "Room No. 8," with not a glance at
the paper | put in front of them.

So | went to Room 8 and saw that it was the Department of Jews from
Islamic Countries. | was disgusted and angry. Either I am a member of the
party or I'm not. Do | have a different ideology or different politics because

I am an Arab Jew? It's segregation, | thought, just like a Negroes'
Department. | turned around and walked out. That was the start of my
open protests. That same year | organized a demonstration in Ashkelon

against Ben-Gurion's racist policies and 10,000 people turned out.

There wasn't much opportunity for those of us who were second class
citizens to do much about it when Israel was on a war footing with outside
enemies. After the 1967 war, | was in the Army myself and served in the
Sinai when there was continued fighting along the Suez Canal. But the
cease-fire with Egypt in 1970 gave us our opening. We took to the streets
and organized politically to demand equal rights. If it's our country, if we
were expected to risk our lives in a border war, then we expected equal
treatment.

We mounted the struggle so tenaciously and received so much
publicity the Israeli government tried to discredit our movement by calling
us "lIsrael's Black Panthers.” They were thinking in racist terms, really, in
assuming the Israeli public would reject an organization whose ideology
was being compared to that of radical blacks in the United States. But we
saw that what we were doing was no different from what blacks in the
United States were fighting against-segregation, discrimination, unequal
treatment. Rather than reject the label, we adopted it proudly. | had
posters of Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Nelson Mandela and other civil
rights activists plastered all over my office.

With the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the Israeli-condoned Sabra
and Shatilla massacres, | had had enough of Israel. | became a United
States citizen and made certain to revoke my Israeli citizenship. | could
never have written and published my book in Israel, not with the
censorship they would impose.

Even in America, | had great difficulty finding a publisher because
many are subject to pressures of one kind or another from Israel and its
friends. | ended up paying $60,000 from my own pocket to publish Ben-
Gurion's Scandals: How the Haganah & the Mossad Eliminated Jews, virtually the
entire proceeds from having sold my house in Israel.

I still was afraid the printer would back out or that legal proceedings
would be initiated to stop its publication, like the Israeli government did in
an attempt to prevent former Mossad case officer Victor Ostrovsky from
publishing his first book. (%) Ben-Gurion's Scandals had to be translated into
English from two languages. | wrote in Hebrew when | was in Israel and
hoped to publish the book there, and | wrote in Arabic when |1 was

2/ On Sept. 12, 1990, the New York State Supreme Court issued a restraining order at the request of the Israeli government to
prevent publication of Ostrovsky's book, By Way of Deception: The Making and Unmaking of a Mossad Officer. The New York
State Appeals Court lifted the ban the next day.
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completing the book after coming to the U.S. But | was so worried that
something would stop publication, | told the printer not to wait for the
translations to be thoroughly checked and proofread. Now | realize the
publicity of a lawsuit would just have created a controversial interest in the
book.

I am using bank vault storage for the valuable documents that back
up what | have written. These documents, including some that 1 illegally
copied from the archives at Yad Vashem, confirm what | saw myself, what |
was told by other witnesses, and what reputable historians and others have
written concerning the Zionist bombings in Iraq, Arab peace overtures that
were rebuffed, and incidents of violence and death inflicted by Jews on
Jews in the cause of creating Israel.

The Riots of 1941

If, as I have said, my family in Irag was not persecuted personally
and | knew no deprivation as a member of the Jewish minority, what led
me to the steps of the gallows as a member of the Zionist underground?
To answer that question, it is necessary to establish the context of the
massacre that occurred in.Baghdad on June 1, 1941, when several hundred
Iragi Jews were Kkilled in riots involving junior officers of the lIragi army. |
was 12 years of age and many of those killed were my friends. | was
angry, and very confused.

What | didn't know at the time was that the riots most likely were
stirred up by the British, in collusion with a pro-British Iraqi leadership.

With the breakup of the Ottoman Empire following WW I, lIraq came
under British "tutelage.” Amir Faisal, son of Sharif Hussein who had led the
Arab Revolt against the Ottoman sultan, was brought in from Mecca by the
British to become King of Iraq in 1921. Many Jews were appointed to key
administrative posts, including that of Economics Minister. Britain retained
final authority over domestic and external affairs. Britain's pro-Zionist
attitude in Palestine, however, triggered a growing anti-Zionist backlash in
Iraqg, as it did in all Arab countries. Writing at the end of 1934, Sir Francis
Humphreys, Britain's Ambassador in Baghdad, noted that, while before WW
I Iraqi Jews had enjoyed a more favorable position than any other minority
in the country, since then "Zionism has sown dissension between Jews and
Arabs, and a bitterness has grown up between the two peoples which did
not previously exist.” (3

King Faisal died in 1933. He was succeeded by his son Ghazi, who
died in a motor car accident in 1939. The crown then passed to Ghazi's
4-year-old son, Faisal 11, whose uncle, Abd al-llah, was named regent.
Abd al-llah selected Nouri el-Said as Prime Minister.

El-Said supported the British and, as hatred of the British grew, he was
forced from office in March 1940 by four senior army officers who
advocated Iraq's independence from Britain. Calling themselves the
Golden Square, the officers compelled the regent to name as Prime
Minister Rashid Ali al-Kilani, leader of the National Brotherhood party.

The time was 1940 and Britain was reeling from a strong German
offensive. Al-Kilani and the Golden Square saw this as their opportunity to
rid themselves of the British once and for all.

Cautiously they began to negotiate for German support, which led the
pro-British regent Abd al- llah to dismiss al-Kilani in January 1941.

By April, however, the Golden Square officers had reinstated the Prime
Minister.

3 / Marion Woolfson, Prophets in Babylon: Jews in the Arab World, p. 129.

— 12 —
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This provoked the British to send a military force into Basra on April
12, 1941. Basra, lraq's second largest city, had a Jewish population of
30,000. Most of these Jews made their livings from import/export, money
changing, retailing, as workers in the airports, railways, and ports, or as
senior government employees.

On the same day, April 12, supporters of the pro-British regent
notified the Jewish leaders that the regent wanted to meet with them. As
was their custom, the leaders brought flowers for the regent. Contrary to
custom, however, the cars that drove them to the meeting place dropped
them off at the site where the British soldiers were concentrated.

Photographs of the Jews appeared in the following day's newspapers
with the banner, "BASRA JEWS RECEIVE BRITISH TROOPS WITH FLOWERS."

That same day, April 13, groups of angry Arab youths set about to
take revenge against the Jews. Several Muslim notables in Basra heard of
the plan and calmed things down. Later, it was learned that the regent was
not in Basra at all and that the matter was a provocation by his pro-British
supporters to bring about an ethnic war in order to give the British army a
pretext to intervene.

The British continued to land more forces in and around Basra. On
May 7, 1941, their Gurkha unit, composed of Indian soldiers from that
ethnic group, occupied Basra's el-Oshar quarter, a neighborhood with a
large Jewish population. The soldiers, led by British officers, began looting.
Many shops in the commercial district were plundered. Private homes were
broken into. Cases of attempted rape were reported. Local residents, Jews
and Muslims, responded with pistols and old rifles, but their bullets were no
match for the soldiers’' Tommy Guns.

Afterwards, it was learned, that the soldiers acted with the
acquiescence, if not the blessing, of their British commanders. (It should
be remembered that the Indian soldiers, especially those of the Gurkha
unit, were known for their discipline, and it is highly unlikely they would
have acted so riotously without orders.) The British goal clearly was to
create chaos and to blacken the image of the pro-nationalist regime in
Baghdad, thereby giving the British forces reason to proceed to the capital
and to overthrow the al-Kilani government.

Baghdad fell on May 30. Al-Kilani fled to Iran, along with the Golden
Square officers. Radio stations run by the British reported that Regent Abd
al-llah would be returning to the city and that thousands of Jews and
others were planning to welcome him. What inflamed young Iragis against
the Jews most, however, was the radio announcer Yunas Bahri on the
German station "Berlin,” who reported in Arabic that Jews from Palestine
were fighting, alongside the British against Iraqgi soldiers near the city of
Faluja. The report was false.

On Sunday, June 1, unarmed fighting broke out in Baghdad between
Jews who were still celebrating their Shavuoth holiday and young Iragis who
thought the Jews were celebrating the return of the pro- British regent. That
evening, a group of Iraqgis stopped a bus, removed the Jewish passengers,
murdered one and fatally wounded a second.

About 8:30 the following morning, some 30 individuals in military and
police uniforms opened fire along el-Amin Street, a small downtown street
whose jewelry, tailor and grocery shops were Jewish-owned. By 11 AM,
mobs of Iraqgis with knives, switchblades and clubs were attacking Jewish
homes in the area.

The riots continued throughout Monday, June 2. During this time,
many Muslims rose to defend their Jewish neighbors, while some Jews
successfully defended themselves. There were 124 Kkilled and 400 injured,
according to a report written by a Jewish Agency messenger who was in Iraq
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at the time. Other estimates, possibly less reliable, put the death toll
higher, as many as 500, with from 650 to 2,000 injured. From 500 to 1,300
stores and more than 1,000 homes and apartments were looted.

Who was behind the rioting in the Jewish quarter?

Yosef Meir, one of the most prominent activists in the Zionist
underground movement in lIraq, known then as Yehoshafat, claims it was
the British. Meir, who now works for the Israeli Defense Ministry, argues
that in order to make it appear that the regent was returning as the savior
who would reestablish law and order, the British stirred up the riots against
the most vulnerable and visible segment in the city, the Jews. And, not
surprisingly, the riots ended as soon as the regent's loyal soldiers entered
the capital. (%)

My own investigations as a journalist lead me to believe Meir is

correct. Furthermore, | think his claims should be seen as based on
documents in the archives of the Israeli Defense Ministry, the agency that
published his book. Yet, even before his book came out, | had

independent confirmation from a man | met in Iran in the late Forties.

His name was Michael Timosian, an Iraqi Armenian. When | met him
he was working as a male nurse at the Anglo-lranian Oil Company in
Abadan in the south of Iran. On June 2, 194 1, however, he was working at
the Baghdad hospital where many of the riot victims were brought. Most of
these victims were Jews.

Timosian said he was particularly interested in two patients whose
conduct did not follow local custom. One had been hit by a bullet in his
shoulder, the other by a bullet in his right knee. After the doctor removed
the bullets, the staff tried to change their bloodsoaked clothes. But the two
men fought off their efforts, pretending to be speechless, although tests
showed they could hear.

To pacify them, the doctor injected them with anesthetics and, as they
were sleeping, Timosian changed their clothes. He discovered that one of
them had around his neck an identification tag of the type used by British
troops, while the other had tattoos with Indian script on his right arm along
with the familiar sword of the Gurkha.

The next day when Timosian showed up for work, he was told that a
British officer, his sergeant and two Indian Gurkha soldiers had come to
the hospital early that morning. Staff members overheard the Gurkha
soldiers talking with the wounded patients, who were not as dumb as they
had pretended. The patients saluted the visitors, covered themselves with
sheets and, without signing the required release forms, left the hospital
with their visitors.

Today there is no doubt in my mind that the antiJewish riots of 1941
were orchestrated by the British for geopolitical ends. David Kimche is
certainly a man who was in a position to know the truth, and he has
spoken publicly about British culpability. Kimche had been with British
Intelligence during WW Il and with the Mossad after the war. Later he
became Director General of Israel's Foreign Ministry, the position he held in
1982 when he addressed a forum at the British Institute for International
Affairs in London.

In responding to hostile questions about Israel's invasion of Lebanon
and the refugee camp massacres in Beirut, Kimche went on the attack,
reminding the audience that there was scant concern in the British Foreign
Office when British Gurkha units participated in the murder of 500 Jews in
the streets of Baghdad in 1941. (5

4/ Yosef Meir, "Road in the Desert," Israeli Defense Ministry, p. 36.
5 / Quoted from this book, first edition, p. 105.
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The Bombings of 1950-1951

The anti-Jewish riots of 1941 did more than create a pretext for the
British to enter Baghdad to reinstate the pro-British Regent and his
pro-British Prime Minister, Nouri el-Said. They also gave the Zionists in
Palestine a pretext to set up a Zionist underground in Iraqg, first in
Baghdad, then in other cities such as Basra, Amara, Hillah, Diwaneia, Abril
and Karkouk.

Following WW II, a succession of governments held brief power in
Irag. Zionist conquests in Palestine, particularly the massacre of
Palestinians in the village of Deir Yassin, emboldened the anti-British
movement in Irag. When the Iraqi government signed a new treaty of
friendship with London in January 1948, riots broke out all over the
country. The treaty was quickly abandoned and Baghdad demanded
removal of the British military mission that had run Iraq's army for 27
years.

Later in 1948, Baghdad sent an army detachment to Palestine to fight
the Zionists, and when Israel declared independence in May, Iraq closed
the pipeline that fed its oil to Haifa's refinery. Abd al-llah, however, was
still regent and the British quisling, Nouri el-Said, was back as Prime
Minister. | was in the Abu-Greib prison in 1948, where | would remain until
my escape to Iran in September 1949.

Six. months later—the exact date was March 19, 1950-a bomb went
off at the American Cultural Center and Library in Baghdad, causing
property damage and injuring a number of people. The center was a
favorite meeting place for young Jews.

The first bomb thrown directly at Jews occurred on April 8, 1950, at
9:15 PM. A car with three young passengers hurled the grenade at
Baghdad's El-Dar ElI-Bida Café, where Jews were celebrating Passover.

Four people were seriously injured. That night leaflets were distributed
calling on Jews to leave Irag immediately.

The next day, many Jews, most of them poor with nothing to lose,
jammed emigration offices to renounce their citizenship and to apply for
permission to leave for Israel. So many applied, in fact, that the police had
to open registration offices in Jewish schools and synagogues.

On May 10, at 3 AM, a grenade was tossed in the direction of the
display window of the Jewish-owned Beit-Lawi Automobile Company,
destroying part of the building. No casualties were reported.

On June 3, 1950, another grenade was tossed from a speeding car in
the EI-)3atawin area of Baghdad where most rich Jews and middle class
Iragis lived. No one was hurt, but following the explosion Zionist activists
sent telegrams to Israel requesting that the quota for immigration from
Irag be increased.

On June 5, at 2:30 AM, a bomb exploded next to the Jewish-owned
Stanley Shashua building on EIl-Rashid Street, resulting in property
damage but no casualties.

On January 14, 1951, at 7 PM, a grenade was thrown at a group of
Jews outside the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. The explosive struck a
high-voltage cable, electrocuting three Jews, one a young boy, Itzhak
Elmacher, and wounding over 30 others. Following the attack, the exodus
of Jews jumped to between 600-700 per day.

Zionist propagandists still maintain that the bombs in Irag were set
off by anti-Jewish Iraqgis who wanted Jews out of their country. The terrible
truth is that the grenades that killed and maimed lIragi Jews and damaged
their property were thrown by Zionist Jews.
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Among the most important documents in the first edition of my book,
I believe, are copies of two leaflets published by the Zionist underground
calling on Jews to leave Iraq. One is dated March 16, 1950, the other April
8, 1950. The difference between these two is critical. Both indicate the date
of publication, but only the April 8th leaflet notes the time of day: 4 PM.
Why the time of day? Such a specification was unprecedented. Even the
investigating judge, Salaman EI-Beit, found it suspicious. Did the 4 PM
writers want an alibi for a bombing they knew would occur five hours later?
If so, how did they know about the bombing? The judge concluded they
knew because a connection existed between the Zionist underground and
the bomb throwers.

This, too, was the conclusion of Wilbur Crane Eveland, a former senior
officer in the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), whom | had the
opportunity to meet in New York in 1988. In his book, Ropes of Sand, whose
publication the CIA opposed, Eveland writes:

In attempts to portray the Iragis as anti-American and to
terrorize the Jews, the Zionists planted bombs in the U.S. Information
Service library and in synagogues. Soon leaflets began to appear
urging Jews to flee to Israel ... Although the Iraqi police later provided
our embassy with evidence to show that the synagogue and library
bombings, as well as the anti-Jewish and anti-American leaflet
campaigns, had been the work of an underground Zionist
organization, most of the world believed reports that Arab terrorism
had motivated the flight of the Iragi Jews whom the Zionists had
"rescued" really just in order to increase Israel's Jewish population. (6)

Eveland doesn't detail the evidence linking the Zionists to the attacks,
but in my book | do. In 1955, for example, | organized in Israel a panel
of Jewish attorneys of Iragi origin to handle claims of Iraqi Jews who still
had property in Iraq. One well—-known attorney, who asked that | not give
his name, confided in me that the laboratory tests in Iraqg had confirmed
that the anti- American leaflets found at the American Cultural Center
bombing were typed on the same typewriter and duplicated on the same
stenciling machine as the leaflets distributed by the Zionist movement just
before the April 8th bombing.

Tests also showed that the type of explosive used in the Beit-Lawi
attack matched traces of explosives found in the suitcase of an lIraqi Jew
by the name of Yosef Basri. Basri, a lawyer, together with Shalom Salih, a
shoemaker, would be put on trial for the attacks in December 1951 and
executed the following month. Both men were members of Hashura, the
military arm of the Zionist underground.

Salih ultimately confessed that he, Basri and a third man, Yosef
Habaza, carried out the attacks.

By the time of the executions in January 1952, all but 6,000 of an
estimated 125,000 Iraqi Jews had fled to Israel.. Moreover, the pro-British,
pro-Zionist puppet el-Said saw to it that all of their possessions were
frozen, including their cash assets. (There were ways of getting Iragi Dinars
out, but when the immigrants went to exchange them in Israel they found
that the Israeli government kept 50 percent of the value.) Even those Iraqi
Jews who had not registered to emigrate, but who happened to be abroad,
faced loss of their nationality if they didn't return within a specified time.

6 / Ropes of Sand: America's Failure in the Middle East, by Wilbur Crane Eveland. NY; Norton, 1980, pp. 48-49.
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An ancient, cultured, prosperous community had been uprooted and
its people transplanted to a land dominated by East European Jews, whose
culture was not only foreign but entirely hateful to them.

The Ultimate Criminals
Zionist Leaders.

From the start they knew that in order to establish a Jewish state they
had to expel the indigenous Palestinian population to the neighboring
Islamic states and import Jews from these same states.

Theodore Herzl, the architect of Zionism, thought it could be done by
social engineering. In his diary entry for 12 June 1885, he wrote that
Zionist settlers would have to "spirit the penniless population across the
border by procuring employment for it in the transit countries, while
denying it any employment in our own country." (7)

Vladimir Jabotinsky, Prime Minister Netanyahu's ideological progenitor,
frankly admitted that such a transfer of populations could only be brought
about by force.

David Ben-Gurion, Israel's first prime minister, told a Zionist
Conference in 1937 that any proposed Jewish state would have to "transfer
Arab populations out of the area, if possible of their own free will, if not by
coercion."(8) After 750,000 Palestinians were uprooted and their lands
confiscated in 1948-49, BenGurion had to look to the Islamic countries for
Jews who could fill the resultant cheap labor market. "Emissaries"” were
smuggled into these countries to "convince" Jews to leave either by trickery
or fear.

In the case of Iraq, both methods were used: uneducated Jews were
told of a Messianic Israel in which the blind see, the lame walk, and onions
grow as big as melons; educated Jews had bombs thrown at them.

A few years after the bombings, in the early 1950s, a book was
published in Iraq, in Arabic, titled Venom of the Zionist Viper. The author was
one of the lIraqi investigators of the 1950-51 bombings. In his book, he
implicates the Israelis, specifically one of the emissaries sent by Israel,
Mordechai Ben-Porat. As soon as the book came out, all copies
disappeared, even from libraries. The word was that agents of the Israeli
Mossad, working through the U.S. Embassy, bought up all the books and
destroyed them. | tried on three different occasions to have one sent to
me in Israel, but each time Israeli censors in the post office intercepted it.

British Leaders.

Britain always acted in its best colonial interests. For that reason
Foreign Minister Arthur Balfour sent his famous 1917 Iletter to Lord
Rothschild in exchange for Zionist support in WW [I. During WW Il the
British were primarily concerned with keeping their client states in the
Western camp, while Zionists were most concerned with the immigration of
European Jews to Palestine, even if this meant cooperating with the Nazis.

After WW 1l the international chessboard pitted communists against
capitalists. In many countries, including the United States and lIraq, Jews
represented a large part of the Communist party. In Iraq, hundreds of
Jews of the working intelligentsia occupied key positions in the hierarchy of
the Communist and Socialist parties.

7/ The Complete Diaries, by Theodore Herzl. NY: Herzl Press & Thomas Yoncloff. 1960, vol. 1, p. 88.
8 / Report of the Congress of the World Council of Paole Zion, Zurich, July 29,- August 7, 1937, pp. 73-74.
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To keep their client countries in the capitalist camp, Britain had to
make sure these governments had proBritish leaders. And if, as in Iraq,
these leaders were overthrown, then an anti-Jewish riot or two could prove
a useful pretext to invade the capital and reinstate the "right" leaders.

Moreover, if the possibility existed of removing the communist
influence from Iraq by transferring the whole Jewish community to Israel,
well then, why not? Particularly if the leaders of Israel and Iraq conspired in
the deed.

The lIraqi Leaders.

Both the regent Abd al-llah and his Prime Minister Nouri el-Said took
directions from London. Toward the end of 1948, el-Said, who had already
met with Israel's Prime Minister Ben-Gurion in Vienna, began discussing
with his lIragi and British associates the need for an exchange of
populations. Irag would send the Jews in military trucks to Israel via
Jordan, and Iraqg would take in some of the Palestinians Israel had been
evicting. His proposal included mutual confiscation of property. London
nixed the idea as too radical.

El-Said then went to his back-up plan and began to create the
conditions that would make the lives of Iraqi Jews so miserable they would
leave for Israel. Jewish government employees were fired from their jobs;
Jewish merchants were denied import/export licenses; police began to
arrest Jews for trivial reasons. Still the Jews did not leave in any great
numbers.

In September, 1949, Israel sent the spy Mordechai Ben-Porat, the
one mentioned in Venom of the Zionist Viper, to Iraq. One of the first things
Ben-Porat did was to approach el-Said and promise him financial incentives
to have a law enacted that would lift the citizenship of Iraqi Jews.

Soon after, Zionist and Iraqi representatives began formulating a
rough draft of the bill, according to the model dictated by Israel through its
agents in Baghdad. The bill was passed by the lIraqgi parliament in March
1950. It empowered the government to issue one-time exit visas to Jews
wishing to leave the country. In March, the bombings began.

Sixteen years later, the Israeli magazine Haolam Hazeh, published by
Uri Avnery, then a Knesset member, accused Ben-Porat of the Baghdad
bombings. Ben-Porat, who would become a Knesset member himself,
denied the charge, but never sued the magazine for libel. And Iraqi Jews in
Israel still call him Morad Abu al-Knabel, Mordechai of the Bombs.

As | said, all this went well beyond the comprehension of a teenager.
I knew Jews were being killed and an organization existed that could lead
us to the Promised Land. So | helped in the exodus to Israel. Later, on
occasions, | would bump into some of these Iraqgi Jews in Israel. Not
infrequently they'd express the sentiment that they could kill me for what |
had done.

Opportunities for Peace

After the Israeli attack on the Jordanian village of Qibya in October,
1953, Ben-Gurion went into voluntary exile at the Sedeh Boker Kkibbutz in
the Negev. The Labor party then used to organize many buses for people
to visit him there, where they would see the former Prime Minister working
with sheep. But that was only for show. Really he was writing his diary and
continuing to be active behind the scenes. | went on such a tour.

We were told not to try to speak to Ben-Gurion, but when | saw him, |
asked why, since Israel is a democracy with a parliament, does it not have
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a constitution? Ben-Gurion said, "Look, boy" — | was 24 at the time — "if we
have a constitution, we have to write in it the border of our country. And
this is not our border, my dear."

I asked, "Then where is the border?" He said, "Wherever the Tsahal
will come, this is the border."” Tsahal is the Israeli army.

Ben-Gurion told the world that Israel accepted the partition and the
Arabs rejected it. Then Israel took half of the land that was promised to
the Arab state. And still he was saying it was not enough. Israel needed
more land. How can a country make peace with its neighbors if it wants to
take their land? How can a country demand to be secure if it won't say what
borders it will be satisfied with? For such a country, peace would be an
inconvenience.

I know now that from the beginning many Arab leaders wanted to
make peace with Israel, but Israel always refused. Ben-Gurion covered this
up with propaganda. He said the Arabs wanted to drive Israel into the sea
and he called Gamal Abdel Nasser the Hitler of the Middle East whose
foremost intent was to destroy Israel. He wanted America and Great Britain
to treat Nasser like a pariah.

In 1954, it seemed that America was getting less critical of Nasser.

Then during a three-week period in July, several terrorist bombs were
set off at the United States Information Agency offices in Cairo and
Alexandria, a British-owned theater, and the central post office in Cairo. An
attempt to firebomb a cinema in Alexandria failed when the bomb went off
in the pocket of one of the perpetrators. That led to the discovery that the
terrorists were not anti- Western Egyptians, but were instead Israeli spies
bent on souring the warming relationship between Egypt and the United
States in what came to be known as the Lavon Affair.

Ben-Gurion was still living on his kibbutz. Moshe Sharett as Prime
Minister was in contact with Abdel Nasser through the offices of Lord
Maurice Orbach of Great Britain. Sharett asked Nasser to be lenient with the
captured spies, and Nasser did all that was in his power to prevent a
deterioration of the situation between the two countries.

Then Ben-Gurion returned as Defense Minister in February, 1955.

Later that month Israeli troops attacked Egyptian military camps and
Palestinian refugees in Gaza, killing 54 and injuring many more. The very
night of the attack, Lord Orbach was on his way to deliver a message to
Nasser, but was unable to get through because of the military action. When
Orbach telephoned, Nasser's secretary told him the attack proved that
Israel did not want peace and he was wasting his time as a mediator.

In November, Ben-Gurion announced in the Knesset that he was
willing to meet with Abdel Nasser anywhere and at any time for the sake of
peace and understanding. The next morning the Israeli military attacked
an Egyptian military camp in the Sabaha region.

Although Nasser felt pessimistic about achieving peace with Israel, he
continued to send other mediators to try. One was through the American
Friends Service Committee; another via the Prime Minister of Malta, Dom
Minthoff; and still another through Marshall Tito of Yugoslavia.

One that looked particularly promising was through Dennis Hamilton,
editor of The London Times. Nasser told Hamilton that if only he could sit
and talk with Ben-Gurion for two or three hours, they would be able to
settle the conflict and end the state of war between the two countries.
When word of this reached BenGurion, he arranged to meet with Hamilton.
They decided to pursue the matter with the Israeli ambassador in London,
Arthur Luria, as liaison. On Hamilton's third trip to Egypt, Nasser met him
with the text of a Ben-Gurion speech stating that Israel would not give up
an inch of land and would not take back a single refugee. Hamilton knew
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that Ben-Gurion had undermined a peace mission and missed an
opportunity to settle the Israeli-Arab conflict.

Nasser even sent his friend Ibrahim lzat of the Ruz El Yusuf weekly
paper to meet with Israeli leaders in order to explore the political
atmosphere and find out why the attacks were taking place if Israel really
wanted peace. One of the men lzat met with was Yigal Yadin, a former
Chief of Staff of the army who wrote this letter to me on January 14,1982:

Dear Mr. Giladi:

Your letter reminded me of an event which | nearly forgot and
of which | remember only a few details.

Ibrahim lzat came to me if I am not mistaken under the
request of the Foreign Ministry or one of its branches; he stayed in
my house and we spoke for many hours. I do not remember him
saying that he came on a mission from Nasser, but I have no doubt
that he let it be understood that this was with his knowledge or
acquiescence ...

When Nasser decided to nationalize the Suez Canal in spite of
opposition from the British and the French, Radio Cairo announced in
Hebrew:

If the Israeli government is not influenced by the British and
the French imperialists, it will eventually result in greater
understanding between the two states, and Egypt will reconsider
Israel's request to have access to the Suez Canal.

Israel responded that it had no designs on Egypt, but at that very
moment Israeli representatives were in France planning the three-way
attack that was to take place in October, 1956.

All the while, Ben-Gurion continued to talk about the Hitler of the
Middle East. This brainwashing went on until late September, 1970, when
Gamal Abdel Nasser passed away.'Then, miracle of miracles, David
Ben-Gurion told the press: "A week before he died | received an envoy
from Abdel Nasser who asked to meet with me urgently in order to solve
the problems between Israel and the Arab world."

The public was surprised because they didn't know that Abdel Nasser
had wanted this all along, but Israel had sabotaged it.

Nasser was not the only Arab leader who wanted to make peace with
Israel. There were many others.

Brigadier General Abdel Karim Qasem, before he seized power in Iraq
in July, 1958, headed an underground organization that sent a delegation
to Israel to make a secret agreement. Ben-Gurion refused even to see
him. | learned about this when | was a journalist in Israel. But whenever |
tried to publish even a small part of it, the censor would stamp it "Not
Allowed."

Now, in Netanyahu, we are witnessing another attempt by an Israeli
Prime Minister to fake an interest in making peace. Netanyahu and the
Likud are setting up Arafat by demanding that he institute increasingly
more repressive measures in the interest of Israeli "security."”

Sooner or later | suspect the Palestinians will have had enough of
Arafat's strong-arm methods as Israel's quisling-and he'll be killed. Then
the Israeli government will say, "See, we were ready to give him
everything. You can't trust those Arabs-they kill each other. Now there's no
one to even talk to about peace.”
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Conclusion

Alexis de Tocqueville once observed that it is easier for the world to
accept a simple lie than a complex truth. Certainly it has been easier for
the world to accept the Zionist lie that Jews were evicted from Muslim lands
because of anti-Semitism, and that Israelis, never the Arabs, were the
pursuers of peace. The truth is far more discerning: bigger players on the
world stage were pulling the strings.

These players, | believe, should be held accountable for their crimes,
particularly when they willfully terrorized, dispossessed and killed innocent
people on the altar of some ideological imperative.

| believe, too, that the descendants of these leaders have a moral
responsibility to compensate the victims and their descendants, and to do
so not just with reparations, but by setting the historical record straight.

That is why | established a panel of inquiry in Israel to seek
reparations for Iragi Jews who had been forced to leave behind their
property and possessions in lIraq. That is why | joined the Black Panthers
in confronting the Israeli government with the grievances of the Jews in
Israel who came from Islamic lands. And that is why | have written my
book: to set the historical record straight.

We Jews from Islamic lands did not leave our ancestral homes
because of any natural enmity between Jews and Muslims. And we Arabs —
| say Arabs because that is the language my wife and | still speak at home
— we Arabs on numerous occasions have sought peace with the State of the
Jews. And finally, as a U.S. citizen and taxpayer, let me say that we
Americans need to stop supporting racial discrimination in Israel and the
cruel expropriation of lands in the West Bank, Gaza, South Lebanon and
the Golan Heights.

— 21 —
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TWO

David Ben-Gurion

David Ben-Gurion was born in Plonsk (then Russian Poland). His
father was a fervent Zionist and his home was the center of Zionist activity.
As a young man he traveled throughout Poland speaking on behalf of the
Po'alei Zion movement. In September 1906 he settled in Palestine. He was
elected to the central committee of Po'alei Zion and in October 1906 took
part in a conference at Ramleh which formulated the party's first platform
in a distinct Marxist spirit in accordance with Ber Borochov's teachings.

His early years were spent formulating the basics of what he
considered to be important aspects of Zionism. Hebrew was to be the
official language, and in settling the land, they would organize as a
political force that would strive for Jewish autonomy in Palestine.

In 1911, Ben-Gurion went to study in Turkey. When World War | broke
out, he and his party favored loyalty to Turkey and adoption of Ottoman
citizenship. However, with the advent of persecutions by the Turkish
administration he was arrested and accused of conspiring against the
Ottoman rule in order to establish a Jewish state.

In 1915, Ben-Gurion proceeded to New York to establish the
Ha-Halutz, an organization to prepare young boys for settlement in
Palestine after the war. After the Balfour Declaration, Ben-Gurion called for
the formation of Jewish battalions to liberate Palestine. He volunteered for
the British army and became a soldier in the Jewish Legion. There he met
volunteers from the labor movement in Palestine and began to prepare for
Jewish mass immigration and settlement for the time when it was liberated
from Ottoman rule.

In 1919, at the 13th conference of Po'alei Zion in Palestine,
Ben-Gurion called for a plan to unite Jewish workers in Palestine and
abroad to form a political force to direct a Zionist movement toward the
establishment of a socialist society based upon the collectivist principle
embodied in the Kibbutz movement.

The years from 1920 to 1934 were spent developing relations that
would establish the Labor Party as the dominant one. There was resistance
to the right-wing organization of Vladimir Jabotinsky  (Revisionist
movement). In an attempt to prevent a split in the Zionist movement, he
reached a tentative agreement with Jabotinsky. This agreement was
rejected by members of the Histradrut, which Ben-Gurion regarded as a
"grave error."

Ben-Gurion, as Chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive, from 1935
to 1948, together with Chaim Weizmann, directed all Zionist affairs. The
proposal to partition Palestine into an Arab and a Jewish state in June of
1937 was accepted by Ben-Gurion in the belief that even a small Jewish



Naeim GILADI : Ben-Gurion's Scandals

state would be a powerful instrument for the realization of Zionism. His
position was shared by Weizmann and Moshe Sharett, but many of his
closest colleagues were among its opponents. When the British
government abandoned the partition plan, Ben-Gurion participated in
political negotiations held by the British in London with Jews and Arabs
separately (the "Round Table" talks), which ended in 1939 with the
publication of the White Paper of 1939. Ben-Gurion called for active
resistance to its implementation and proposed the intensification of
“illegal" immigration involving incidents with British coastal guards and
settlement of land in areas prohibited to Jews.

At the outbreak of World War Il, BenrGurion said they should assist
the British but with the implementation of the Land Transfer Regulations in
February 1940, he Ilaunched a strong protest movement. The protest
ended when Italy entered the war, opening a second front against the
British in the Mediterranean. Ben-Gurion then set out on a political
propaganda campaign mainly in the United States. In May 1942 he
headed the group that drew up the Biltmore Program which called for a new
political program and the opening of Palestine to Jewish immigration and
settlement. When dissident underground organizations Irgun Zvai Leumi
(1ZL) and Lohamei Herut Israel (Lehi) organized armed attacks against the
British government in Palestine toward the end of the war, Ben-Gurion
ordered the yishuv institutions and the Haganah to take vigorous
measures to curb them. He even went so far as to cooperate with the
British authorities to apprehend members of the dissident organizations-a
step which aroused much controversy in the ranks of the Haganah.

After World War IlI, when Britain had no intention of abandoning the
White Paper policy, Ben-Gurion led the political struggle against the British
and authorized the sabotage activities of the Hebrew Resistance
movement (Ten'uat ha-Meri ha-lvri) which comprised the Haganah, 1ZI and
Lehi. In the months immediately following the war he ordered the Haganah
leaders to begin acquiring large quantities of arms in preparation for the
contingency of an armed clash with the Arabs.

Ben-Gurion was in Europe in June of 1946 when members of the
Jewish Agency Executive were arrested by the British. He opposed the
moderate elements in the Zionist movement that favored an attempt to
reach a compromise with the British. But he did give the order to halt the
armed struggle in Palestine. His Policy was approved at the 22nd Zionist
Congress (December 1946) when Weizmann failed to be reelected as
president of the World Zionist Organization. Ben-Gurion was re-elected as
chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive and was also given the defense
portfolio. He spent the remainder of the time between 1946 and the war of
independence in December 1947 strengthening the Haganah for effective
resistance.

Ben-Gurion was also one of the chief Zionist spokesmen before the
Anglo American Enquiry Commission and the UN Special Commission of
Palestine (UNSCOP). During the course of the war he structured the Israeli
Army which was officially formed in May 1948. He had to decide between
two systems in the Haganah, represented mainly by the commanders of
the Palmach and veterans of the British Army. He also had to deal with the
activities of the dissident organization that was finally liquidated in the
summer of 1948 after the Altalena (See Irgun Zvai Leumi) episode and
the murder of Count Bernadotte. Ben-Gurion ordered the disbanding of the
Palmach units in the general framework of the army. This factor was a
decisive one which determined the borders of the state: the conquest of
the northern Negev (October 1948), the retreat from Sinai (January 1949)
and the occupation of Eilat (March 1949).
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On May 14, 1948 Ben-Gurion proclaimed the establishment of the
State of Israel. He became Prime Minister and Defense Minister in the
provisional government continuing in these posts after the election to the
first Knesset in 1949. As no single party obtained a majority, he formed a
coalition government which set the pattern for future governments. In
December 1949 he declared Jerusalem the capital of Israel.

In the following years, Ben-Gurion devoted most of his efforts to
strengthening the army and establishing civilian control over it. He was a
formative influence on the emergent character of the state of Israel.

In December 1953 Ben-Gurion announced his resignation from the
government. He joined the new non-party Kibbutz Sedeh Boker in the heart
of the Negev.

In February 1955, following the collapse of an Israeli intelligence
network in Egypt, Defense Minister Pinhas Lavon resigned and Ben-Gurion
was recalled to serve as Minister of Defense for the government headed by
Moshe Sharett. With terrorist activity within her borders, Ben-Gurion decided
upon systematic reprisal actions beyond the armistice lines. After the
elections of November 1955, he again assumed the twofold functions of
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense. He established close relations with
France and these ties became closer when Nasser antagonized the western
powers by nationalizing the Suez Canal in July of 1956. In October 1956
Ben-Gurion went to France for a secret meeting with representatives of the
French and British governments at which time a concerted military action
against Egypt was planned.

On October 29, 1956 the Israeli Army moved into the Sinai Peninsula
and within a week the military objectives had been achieved. Ben-Gurion
withdrew the forces of the lIsraeli arms from Sinai and the Gaza Strip as a
result of heavy international pressure, especially from the United States
and the Soviet Union.

After the Sinai campaign Ben-Gurion's efforts were directed to
consolidating Israel's international position. His policy of obtaining
economic and military aid from West Germany aroused public controversy.
During his election campaign at the end of 1959 the main issue was
electoral reform to solve Israel's political ills. The elections produced no
significant change in the composition of the Knesset and has remained in
place to the present date.

In the following two years, Ben-Gurion traveled to the United States,
Western Europe and the Far East. In September 1960 the government was
shaken by the "Lavon Affair." Suspicions arose concerning the authenticity
of certain documents that had been brought before the government six
years earlier which had attributed the responsibility for the failure of Israel
intelligence in Egypt to Pinhas Lavon, then Minister of Defense. Lavon
demanded that his name be cleared and a commission of seven ministers
who examined the relevant documents acquitted him of any responsibility
in the affair.

Ben-Gurion refused to accept this verdict. He submitted his resignation
in January 1961 and requested that his party choose between himself and
Lavon. After considerable controversy the central committee of Mapai
decided by a 60% majority to dismiss Lavon from his office as
Secretary-General of the Histadrut. Mapai received fewer votes in the
elections of August 1961 and it was with great difficulty that Ben-Gurion
succeeded in forming a new coalition government.

In June of 1963 Ben-Gurion again resigned from the government,
recommending Levi Eshkol as his successor. He again retired to Sedeh
Boker and started writing the history of the birth of Israel. But in the spring
of 1964, he returned to the public arena by once more raising the question
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of the "Lavon Affair® and demanding a judicial inquiry. He renewed his
advocacy of a change in the electoral system, expressed his opposition to
the alignment between Mapai and Ahdut ha-Avodah, and attacked Levi
Eshkol and other members of the government.

In January 1965, Mapai decided against Ben-Gurion by a majority of
60%. As a result, Ben-Gurion organized his followers in an independent list
for the 1965 elections to the Histadrut and the Knesset, the Israeli
Workers List (Reshimat Po'alei Israel or Rafi), thus seceding from Mapai.
He was joined by Moshe Dayan and Shimon Peres which was a
disappointment to Ben-Gurion's supporters. Rafi rejoined the government
on the eve of the Six Day War (June 1967) and shortly after the war,
joined with Mapai and Ahdut haAvodah to form the reunited Israel Labor
Party (Miflegat ha-Avodah). Ben-Gurion did not participate and did not join
the new party. He continued his demand for a renewed inquiry into the
"Lavon Affair".

Ben-Gurion remained a solitary figure whose preeminent and
single-minded role in the establishment and building of the state assured
him a unique position in public life and in the affection of the people.

In the October of 1969 elections to the Knesset, Ben-Gurion and a
group of his followers received four mandates, retaining a strong
oppositional attitude toward the alignment of the Israel Labor Party and
Mapam. Ben-Gurion resigned from the Knesset the following year.

Ben-Gurion's personality = embodied great  spiritual forces and
tremendous will power. As an orator, publicist and forceful debater, he
strove to strengthen both the labor movement in Israel and the Zionist
movement; also to organize institutions designed to advance their
objectives.

His intellectual interests were wide, embracing not only a thorough
study of the Bible but also Greek philosophy, Buddhism and the philosophy
of Spinoza. From his youth he insisted that Zionism could be realized only
by personal presence in Eretz Israel. After the founding of the state, he
bitterly attacked the Zionists who remained in the Diaspora. Both admirers
and opponents, Jews and non-Jews have regarded Ben-Gurion as foremost
among the founding fathers of modern Israel.

The foregoing is a summary of the public biography of David
Ben-Gurion. However, there are many parts that to date remain secret and
have never been published.

David Ben-Gurion (né Green) was a historical figure for the Israeli
people and the World Zionist Organization. During Ben-Gurion's term as
Secretary or Chairman of the Zionist Organization or as Israeli Prime
Minister and Defense Minister, many positive actions were taken- as were
other actions that caused great harm to the State and people of Israel.

Ben-Gurion was a controversial figure throughout his life. His admirers
note his prominent role in the forming of the IDF and the establishment of
the State of Israel. Others hold him responsible for some of the regional
isolation of the State as well as many actions which were harmful to the
Jews and to the Israeli people, some of which have not been rectified to
this day.

It is not for me to present the positive actions he took or ordered to
be taken. My job as a critic is to expose the negative deeds he carried out
or ordered to be carried out. There is a long list, and | will attempt to note
here the most important ones:

— 25 —



Naeim GILADI : Ben-Gurion's Scandals

1. Favoring the transfer agreement between the Zionist Organization
and the government of Nazi Germany and selling German goods
despite the decision by world Jews to boycott these goods.

2. With Ben-Gurion's knowledge and permission, Eichmann was invited
for talks in Palestine and Egypt with representatives of the Jewish
Agency. Moreover, Ben-Gurion instructed the Jewish Agency to prolong
the contact with Eichmann until 1940.

3. The bombing of Patria and Struma immigrant ships and the cynical
use of the deaths of hundreds of Jews for questionable political
purposes.

4. Concealing and covering up information about German atrocities
against European Jews.

5. The continued bombing of ships, namely a large ship called the
Empire Life Guard.

6. Choosing to enter into a secret agreement with King Abdallah in
preference to the partition of Palestine, the expulsion of most
Palestinians and creating a scorched earth policy with most of the Arab
world.

7. Acts of sabotage in Irag against Jewish institutions in order to spur
them to immigrate to Israel.

8. Cleansing the Nazi abomination by signing the reparations
agreement and creating a split in the Jewish community, particularly in
Israel.

9. Using the army for hostilities against the Palestinian Arab villages
inside Israel, such as the Qibah operation so as to thwart the water
sharing agreement between Israel and the Arab States (Jordan, Syria
and Israel under the Johnston agreement-Johnston was Eisenhower's
envoy).

10. Acts of sabotage in the heart of Egypt.

11. Collaborating with foreign powers (Britain and France) and starting
a war against Egypt (the Sinai war) which led to the conflict with the
Arab world.

12. Launching a Shavit-2 rocket for the sake of elections and
introducing into the region an arms race for sophisticated and deadly
weaponry.

13. Setting up nuclear reactors for military purposes, initiating a mad
race for nuclear, bacteriological and chemical weapons.

14. Blowing up a small motorized ship carrying 42 Jews from Morocco,
most of whom were children, for dubious political ends.

15. During the Saver meeting in France (just before the Sinai war),

October 19, 1956, Ben-Gurion met with the French delegation. As the
talks went on, Ben-Gurion presented to the participants a plan which
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was astonishing. The plan called for the assassination of Gamal Abd
Nasser, the then Egyptian President, and division of Jordan between
Irag and Israel. In return, Iraq would admit the Palestinian refugees
and Israel would take the territory of Lebanon from the Sultan border
to the Litani River. (Yediot Aharonot, April 3, 1987)

For lack of space in this book | selected a number of actions from this
long list, that are completely unknown to most readers. The others have
been publicized in the media.

Ben-Gurion refused to accept the delegation of the underground
organization from Iraq that was under the leadership of Brigadier General
Abdel Karim Qasem who became President July 14, 1958.

Ben-Gurion refused the proposal of Ralph Bunche, the United Nations
mediator, to meet Hosni Al-Zaim, the President of Syria, who was ready to
negotiate for peace. Instead of encouraging the Arabs of Israel to become
the essential link in the peace process between lIsrael and the Arab world,
Ben-Gurion subjected them to military rule which limited their freedom of
mobility within the State of Israel itself. In addition, he submitted them to
emergency laws which included arrest and interrogation without due
process. These laws are in effect as of this date.

Israel enjoys a democratic voting system. However, lIsrael is a country
without a written constitution. A constitution guarantees the rights of all its
citizens. Therefore, the absence of a constitution from the governmental
structure of the State of Israel permits it to avoid the issue of granting
equal rights to all parts of its population.

In 1967 when Tom Segev was interviewing David Ben-Gurion and he
asked what he understood about the Holocaust, he didn't answer the first
two times he was questioned. On third inquiry Ben-Gurion said: "What is
there to understand? They die and finish."

(Tom Segev wrote in his book, The Seventh Million, that he found in his

research that David Ben-Gurion — a Zionist leader — looked upon the Jews
who were not in the State of Israel as unnecessary and they did not need
them.)

Under the Ileadership and management of David Ben-Gurion, the
World  Zionist Organization ignored the existence of the Jewish
communities of the Islamic countries. He thought about them only after he
threw 750,000 Palestinian-Arabs off their land that he then appropriated.
At that point he realized he needed cheap labor, but even when the Jews
of Islamic countries came, Ben-Gurion kept them in tents and used them
for propaganda purposes to extract money from the rich Jews. Ben-Gurion
made racist statements, referring to these refugees as "Avaki-Adam" in
Hebrew — "less than human," or "sub-human."

This was the basis of the relationship between the Ashkenazi Jews and
the Jews from Islamic countries. The same treatment persists today; Jews
of Islamic countries are considered second-class citizens.

Following are the basic tenets of the proposal of the National Military
Organization (Irgun Zvai Leumi) concerning the solution of the Jewish
question in Europe and the participation of the NMO in the war on the side
of Germany:

It is often stated in the speeches and utterances of the leading
statesmen of National Socialist Germany that a New Order in Europe
requires as a prerequisite the radical solution of the Jewish question
through evacuation. (Jew-Free Europe)
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The evacuation of the Jewish masses from Europe is a precondition for
solving the Jewish question; but this can only be made possible and
complete through the settlement of those masses in the home of the
Jewish people, Palestine, and through the establishment of a Jewish state
in its historical boundaries.

The solving in this manner of the Jewish problem, thus bringing about
the liberation of Jewish people once and for all, is the objective of the
political activity and the years-long struggle of the Jewish freedom
movement: the National Military Organization (Ilrgun Zvai Leumi) in
Palestine.

The document was written in late 1940, when Avraham Stern still
called his movement the "real" Irgun, from which they had split earlier in
the year. Later, the Sterns took the name Lohamei Herut Yisrael (Lehi for
short), or Fighters for the Freedom of Israel. They were, however,
universally known by the name the British gave them: the Stern gang.

The NMO, which is well acquainted with the good will of the German
Reich government and its authorities towards Zionist activity inside
Germany and towards emigration plans, is of the opinion that:

1. Common interests could exist between the establishment of a
new order in Europe in conformity with the German concept, and the
true national aspirations of the Jewish people as they are embodied
by the NMO.

2. Cooperation between the new German and a renewed folkish
national Hebraium would be possible, and

3. The establishment of the historical Jewish state on a national
and total-itarian basis, and bound by a treaty with the German Reich,
would be in the interest of a maintained and strengthened future
German position of power in the Near East.

Proceeding from these considerations, the NMO in Palestine, under
the condition of the above-mentioned national aspiration of the Israeli
Freedom Movement that is recognized on the side of the German Reich,
offers to actively take part in the war on Germany's side.

This offer by the NMO, covering activity in the military, political and
information fields, in Palestine and, according to our determined
preparations, outside Palestine, would be connected to the military training
and organizing of the Jewish manpower in Europe under the leadership and
command of the NMO. These military units would take part in the fight to
conquer Palestine, should such a front be decided upon.

The indirect participation of the Israeli Freedom Movement in the new
order in Europe, already in the preparatory stage, would be linked with a
positive radical solution of the European Jewish problem in conformity with
the above mentioned national aspirations of the Jewish people. This would
extraordinarily strengthen the moral basis of the new order in the eyes of
all humanity.

The cooperation of the Israeli Freedom Movement would also be
along the lines of one of the last speeches of the German Reich
Chancellor, in which Hitler emphasized that he would utilize every
combination and coalition in order to isolate and defeat England.

A brief general view of the formation, essence, and activity of the
NMO in Palestine.
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The NMO developed partly out of the Jewish Self Defense in
Palestine and the Revisionist movement (New Zionist Organization),
with which the NMO was loosely associated through the person of Mr.
V. Jabotinsky until his death.

The pro-English attitude of the Revisionist Organization in
Palestine ' which prevented the renewal of the personal union, led in
the fall of this year to a complete break between it and the NMO, as
well as to a split in the Revisionist movement.

The goal of the NMO is the establishment of the Jewish State
within its historical borders.

The NMO in contrast to all Zionist trends, rejects colonizatory
infiltration as the only means of making accessible and gradually
taking possession of the father land, and practices its slogan, the
struggle and the sacrifice, as the only true means for conquest of
Palestine.

On account of its militant character and its antiEnglish disposition,
the NMO is forced, under constant persecutions by the English
administration, to exercise its political activity and the military training
of its members in Palestine in secret.

The NMO whose terrorist activities began as early as the fall of
the year 1936, after the publication of the English White Papers,
became especially prominent in the summer of 1939 through
successful intensification of its terrorist activity and sabotage  of
English property. This activity as well as daily secret radio messages,
were at that time noticed and discussed by almost the entire world.

The NMO maintained independent political offices in Warsaw,
Paris, London, and New York until the beginning of the war.

The office in Warsaw was mainly concerned with the military
organization and training of the national Zionist youth. It was closely
connected with the Jewish masses, who especially in Poland
enthusiastically carried on, and supported in every manner, the fight
of the NMO in Palestine. Two newspapers were published in Warsaw:
The Deed and Liberated Jerusalem; these were organs of the NMO.

The office in Warsaw maintained close relations to the former
Polish government and those military circles, who brought greatest
sympathy and understanding toward the aims of the NMO. Thus in the
year 1939 selected groups of NMO members were sent from Palestine
to Poland where their military training was completed in barracks by
Polish officers.

The NMO is closely related to the totalitarian movements  of
Europe in its ideology and structure.

The fighting capacity of the NMO could never be paralyzed or
seriously weakened: neither through strong defensive measures by
English administration and the Arabs nor by those of the Jewish
socialists.

David Yisraeli, Ph. D, The Palestine Problem in German Politics, 1889-1945.
Ramat Gan, Israel: Bar llan University, 1974.

How Documents Were Found

In April 1945 the British found in Germany some 300 tons of files in

the Foreign Ministry archives. All materials were sent to London where they
were examined. Apparently the British copied what was desirable, and in
particular the material that was needed to complete the charges against
the war criminals at the Nuremberg trials.
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In the year 1955 the British Foreign Office decided to return the above
material to Germany, since by then Western Germany had been
established and had ties (including military) with the West. Moshe Sharett
learned about the existence of this material and asked the British to allow
an lIsraeli researcher to look at the material, sort it out, make copies of
microfilms and pass them on to Israel. The British did not object.

In 1959 when the Israeli government decided to capture Adolf
Eichmann, Sharett told a small number of people about the existence of
the archives. Mr. Verner David Malkior was asked to look at the material, to
use it in preparing the case against Eichmann when he was brought to
Israel. When Eichmann was captured all the material was transferred to the
Isar camp where Department 06 was working on the charge sheet. The
people from Department 06, as a matter of fact, insisted that Mr. Verner
David Malkior examine the material and give them what they needed.
Malkior worked on the material with a helper from Yad Vashem. The
assistant found files from the year 1941, among them the document
pertaining to the ties of the Irgun with the Nazi regime.

The assistant suggested to Malkor that the document be sent to
Ben-Gurion, but Malkior refused, arguing that:

1. It was first necessary to check if the document was about the
Irgun or the Stern Gang.
2. The document was unrelated to the Eichmann trial.

The assistant decided to consult with Moshe Sharett, but before
receiving Sharett's answer, the assistant managed to make copies of the
document despite explicit prohibition. He found a way to leave the security
room where the two were working and he informed another man about the
document who, in turn, informed Ben-Gurion. The following day the Prime
Minister's office transmitted a demand to receive the document. Mr.
Malkior had no choice; he had to hand over the document to the emissary
from the Prime Minister's office.

Two days later two young men from the Security Services came up to
Malkior and demanded the document with all the copies. They also
demanded to remove from the microfiim the frames with the document;
the document disappeared from the world. Who gave the order to destroy
the document? No one knows. Who was interested in the disappearance of
the document ? (Haaretz supplement, 4 March 1983)

The author of this book has the answer to these questions.

The document pertains to the Irgun which was headed by Abraham
Stern (Yair) who was killed on February 12,1942 by a British officer, as well
as Nathan Friedman Yelin (Gera), Yizhak Yezernitski (Shamir) (Michael),
and Dr. Israel Eldad-Sheib. The only one of the four who was in a position
to order the security men to remove the document was no doubt Yizhak
Yezernitzki (Shamir) (Michael) since he then worked for the Mossad and
was influential with many security men. It is probable that he did it.

(Note: The same Yizak Yezernitzki (Shamir) is the former Prime
Minister of Israel. And as for the question, why did Ben-Gurion not use the
document against Begin, Eldad-Sheib and Izhak Shamir ... Mapai was also
dirty with German mud due to the Kastner trial (Kach, Haaretz supplement,
4 March 1983).

And now the question, how did the documents come into my hands? |
received them through unidentified channels. Since no Israeli institution,
including "Yad Vashem" (Holocaust museum) which knows about the
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existence of these documents- — is willing to give any information about
them, it is worthless exhibiting them.

Nazis and Zionists in One Boat

In the year 1985 the book, The Third Reich and the Palestine Problem was
published in the United States by Texas University Press (319 pages, of
which 118 are footnotes). The author, [Francis R. Nicosia], a history
professor who appears to be a professional researcher searched all the
archives of the German Foreign Ministry from the 1930s as well as the
documents of the Gestapo and the S.S. and more ... The resulting book is
an instructive study. In addition, the author followed the sources and to the
extent possible, refrained from presenting his own opinion on the subject.

Every single detail has its source and is verified. Most of the sources
are German documents from that period. The book reveals things not
published thus far concerning the relationship in the 1930s between agents
of the Zionist movement and representatives of the Nazi regime. The book
suggests there was close cooperation between the Zionist movement and
the Nazi regime between the years 1930 to 1938-39.

German Headguns for Defense

The book is fascinating and | decided to read it in its entirety without
putting it down. The more | read it, the more | was surprised. The truth is,
I had trouble finding this book. It simply disappeared from the
bookstores. It seems that a mysterious hand had "purchased" the book
from all the bookstores (as happened with the book that came out in
Israel and disappeared from the bookstores).

On pages 63-64 is an account of how German weapons (300 Mauser
guns) were sent to the Haganah command and concealed in concrete
barrels. The shipment was loaded and sent to the address of E. Dekel, one
of the Haganah commanders. Similarly, the S.S. invited the Berlin
representatives of the Zionist movement to assist with the immigration of
pioneering youths and prepare them for new lives in the Jewish state.

Who Is Polkas?

On many pages in the book Pabel Polkas is mentioned as the
Haganah and immigration institute representative. That is indeed what he
is, and this is his biography: He was born in Austria in the year 1900, was
active in the Hashomer Hatzair movement in Europe and became one of
the leaders of that movement there. In the year 1920 after World War I,
Polkas was an officer in the Austrian army. He knew many languages,
studied geopolitics and then went on to Palestine. Polkas held various jobs
and was eventually hired as translator for the British mandate
administration. In Palestine he promptly became attached to the Haganah
and was closely in touch with the Brigadier Kisch.

Herman Kisch was a Zionist leader and member of the Zionist
movement in Palestine. In 1939 he volunteered for the British military
service and was appointed head engineer for the eighth British camp in the
western desert, North Africa. He was then given the rank of Brigadier
General. On April 11, 1943, he was Kkilled in a battle against the Germans
in Tunis. He was 55 years old when he died.

Eisar Beeri (the great Eisar Beeri, nicknamed "Big Eisar"), was one of
the heads of the Haganah Organization. Beeri headed the Shin Yob
Haganah Information Service.
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On October 17, 1949, Beeri was put on trial for executing Officer
Tubionsky. He was convicted and given a symbolic sentence. After the trial
he kept to himself and later passed away.

In Palestine Polkas conferred with Reichart, the Reich agent and with
the knowledge of Kish and Eisar Beeri, he left for Berlin to meet with
Eichmann and Hagin. (Weekend supplement of Maariv, 5 August 1988)

Eichmann and the Haganah Representative In Cairo

The Reich representative spoke with Polkas and suggested to him
that he go to Berlin. Polkas informed Brigadier Kish and Issar Beeri about
this (according to the Maariv supplement of 5 August 1988) and left on his
way to Germany in February 1937. In Berlin he was received by Eichmann
and Hagin and another Nazi.

They discussed immigration and absorption. He was also questioned
about the assassination of senior Nazis by Jewish youth movements. The
author describes in his book meetings which took place between Polkas,
Eichmann and Hagin, agent of the S.S. who came to Palestine (Maariv, 5
August 1988).

The meeting took place in Haifa where Eichmann and Hagin came by
ship, but since the Mandate police learned who they were they were told to
cut their stay in Palestine for this reason. They got on a ship and went on
their way to Cairo.

In October 1937 the Haganah representative and the Zionist
movement agent Pabel Polkas went to Cairo to meet with Eichmann and
Hagin. Their meeting place was the well-known Gropi café, and they of
course spoke about the "joint mutual interests" of the two peoples.

Eichmann as Observer at the Zionist Congress

The chapter which most surprised me in this book was the one
describing Eichmann's mission (under orders from his superiors) to be an
observer at the 20th Zionist Congress. The 20th Zionist Congress took
place in the city of Zurich on August 13-16, 1937, with the participation of
484 delegates. On its agenda was a partition resolution for Palestine. In
those days Nazi Germany feared the Congress might cancel the Transfer
Agreement and resume the campaign for an economic boycott of Germany.

It should be noted that at the 19th Congress in Lucerne on August 10,
1935, there had been a fiery argument about the Transfer Agreement
proposal — and at that time many of the delegates at the Congress were
opposed to the agreement and in favor of intensifying the economic
boycott against Germany. At the same Congress a delegation of German
Zionists participated. They had been instructed by agents of the German
government to fight every boycott proposal and to insist on upholding the
terms of the Transfer Agreement. It is likely that those were the reasons
why Eichmarm was sent to be an observer at the 20th Zionist Congress
debates.

I heard from many of my friends who did research on the Holocaust
that Eichmarm had participated at the 20th Zionist Congress (another Naazi,
S.S. Mildenstein, had attended the 19th Zionist Congress that was held in
Lucerne, August 10, 1935; see The Third Reich and the Palestine Question, p.
61). At that time | did not ask them about documentary evidence, having
dismissed the matter out of hand as inconceivable, but took another look
at it, in light of the disclosures in this book (p. 61). Evidence is based on
NA: T-175/R588,11/112-18/1,0003 73 12 March 1937 (which was denied in
the Maariv weekend supplement of 5 August 1988).
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Who had invited Eichmann and how did he get into the Congress?
Also, why was he allowed in? There are no answers in the book to these
questions, but it is probable that the German Zionist delegation which was
so loyal to the interests of Germany, saw to it that Eichmann would be able
to attend the Congress.

Polka's Compensation

One of my friends who knew about my interest in the issue of the ties
between the Zionist movement and its agents with the Nazi government
before the Holocaust sent me a photocopy of the document he had found
in the Gestapo archives. The document is a report by the Gestapo dated
June 17,193 7 which says, inter alia:

The Gestapo requests that Mr. Pabel Polkas be paid the sum
of 1000 DM for his services to the Gestapo (the type of services
Pabel rendered to the Gestapo were detailed in the body of the
document), an amount which will be deducted from the transfer
balance. (There had been an agreement between the Zionist
executive committee and the Reich government in 1935 in regard
to transferring the money of German Jews who left their country and
had immigrated to Palestine. At the time the agreement was known
as the Transfer Agreement.) The document also decrees the
release of 600-700 people who were Haganah members and
German Jews and had been imprisoned by the Gestapo.

There was also a description of the services rendered by Pabel Polkas
to the Gestapo. He had given them information about the movements of a
truck that was carrying an anti-Nazi radio station that belonged to the
German Communist party, which had been outlawed. (The station was
broadcasting information about the deeds of the Nazis, the dangers
awaiting the Jews and the like) ... That station was the only one in the
entire area, and it was considered very important since it was the only
anti-Nazi voice in that period. The destruction of that radio station inflicted
great harm on those who opposed the Nazi regime.

How Can Such Phenomena Be Explained?

I presume that Pabel Polkas (he passed away in 1985 in Israel) was
acting in coordination with the leaders of the Zionist movement and the
Haganah command in Palestine. One must understand the conditions in
the period which preceded the Holocaust. That was the time when close ties
developed between the Zionist leadership, the leaders of the Third Reich
and even the S.S.Organization-since the Zionist movement was hoping to
fulfill its dream to create a Jewish state. This could not have taken place
without undermining the foundation of Diaspora Jewry.

Since the Nazi movement aimed at removing the Jews from Germany
(and later on from all the countries of Europe) a community of interests
developed. The Zionists turned (January 20) to General Smuts (a fascist
South African leader) and asked him to interject in favor of the Zionist
movement and have Britain make sure that in the drafting of the Sykes-
Picot agreement, that the Litani River in South Lebanon as well as the
sources of the Jordan River would be included in Palestine's borders. In the
year 1934 the Zionists returned the favor to the Nazi General Smuts by
planting a forest named after him (Richard Stevens, "Weizmann and
Smuts™). The Nazis further agreed to transfer funds to Palestine and the
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Zionists got in touch with anyone who would try to impose an economic
boycott of Germany. The S.S. organization itself was advocating a Jewish
state as the solution for the Jewish problem, a solution which "we are made
to look for,” in the words of the S.S. Organ, Das Schwarze Korps, 24
November, 1938.

Talking to the Nazis

In 1941 a number of Zionist leaders in Palestine came up with a
proposal which was placed on the desk of Moshe Sharett, head of the
political department. The proposal said it was necessary to go to South
Africa and hold talks there with the Germans (Nazis) explaining the
substance of the Jews in Palestine.

A Condolence Telegram to Adolph Hitler

The Zionist movement sent a condolence telegram to Adolph Hitler on
the occasion of the death of Von Hindenburg. (The Seventh Million, by Tom
Segev, " Seven Days, " Yediot Aharonot, 20 September 1991)

The View of the Zionist Leaders about the Victims of the Holocaust

"We should give up on trying to save the harmful element.”

The author used the following sources:

. The Third Reich and the Palestine Question, [Francis R. Nicosia].

. The weekly Maariv supplement, 5 August 1988.

. Zentrales Staat Archiv Potsdam Film No. 57981103.

. Documents from the Gestapo Archives.

. The Seventh Million, Tom Segev, Hadashot, 27 September 1991.

. Das Schwarze Korp, 24 November, 1938.

. The Seventh Million, Tom Segev, p. 63.

. The Seventh Million, Tom Segev, "Seven Days,” Yediot Aharanot,
Tom Segev, "Hadashot,"” 27 September, 1991.

9. Maariv, 13 October 1989, p. 2, op-ed page.

O~NO U~ WNP

We Did Not Know Hear ... ! We Did Not Hear... !

The news about the murder of Jews in Europe began to arrive to the
outside world already when Warsaw was occupied and the Nazi army along
with S.S. units conducted a pogrom of Polish Jews culminating in many
massacres. But when the methodical slaughter began, there were many
such reports in the press in Palestine, based on reports published
overseas.

Most of the information was received from Jewish agencies, but the
most up-to-date information came from the Polish government in exile,
located in London.

The newspaper Davar, whose editor was Berl Katzenelson did
everything to question the reliability of the information and at the time this
newspaper would prefer information disseminated by the Nazi propaganda
minister Goebbels rather than news received from Jewish agencies.

An example:
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Some of the figures about the massacre of tens of thousands
published lately seemed exaggerated, and it may be that indeed
they are. Thus it may be that the Nazi denial has a leg to stand on.
Davar, 10 August 1942,

The above words are saying a great deal: don't believe what is
reported in the newspapers about massacres of Jews; better believe the
information disseminated by the Nazis, which is more reliable. As the news
about mass murder spread and pressure upon the press grew, the leaders
of the Zionist movement were unable to continue to ignore this
information. On November 22, 1942, the Jewish Agency met to debate the
information and decided to make this announcement:

The Jewish Agency executive in Jerusalem has received
detailed information from reliable and authoritative sources about
the acts of murder and massacres committed against Jews in
Poland, and against Jews from Eastern and Western Europe which
were deported to Poland.

According to this information, the Nazi authorities in occupied
Poland began a systematic action to exterminate Jews in Polish
cities and towns after the visit there of Himmler, the head of the
Gestapo. A special commission was formed for the purpose of
murdering Jews called Vernichtungs Commission headed by
Commissar Foi. This commission traveled around Poland and took
charge of the killing of Jews. Children under the age of 12 were
mass murdered mercilessly, as were old people.

The Jewish males who were able to work were registered and
sent to unknown destinations. All contact with them was lost. In
some places the Nazi authorities gathered the Jewish women and
sent them as well. Eye witnesses also report that 27,000 out of the
30,000 Jews in the Kialetz ghetto were taken out some two months
ago and deported. As the deportation was in progress, 1,500
people were murdered on the spot. The rumors are that the rest
were murdered on the road. In Brisk Lita thousands of Jews were
thrown into the Bog River and drowned by the Nazi murderers. In
Piatrikov, where there were 20,000 Jews, only 2,600 are left, among
them only 160 women and children. In Czestchowa there are only
2,000 left out of 40,000 Jews. In the Radom ghetto only 3,500
Jews are left out of the previous 32,500. The same thing took place
in most other Jewish ghettos. In Bialistok the Nazis placed 1,500
Jews in the central synagogue and set the synagogue on fire,
burning the Jews alive. Most Jews from the town of Tiktin were
seized by the Nazis and buried alive.

Reports from the Warsaw and Lodz ghetto tell that in recent
months the Jewish population was horribly decimated. According to
reports from the same sources, the mass deportation of Jews is
continuing in the cities of central and Western Europe. There are
now only 28,000 Jews left in Berlin.

The Jewish Agency management debated these reports
yesterday and decided on a number of actions and appeals
overseas in connection to the Jews of Europe. A special committee
was elected for the task.

Thus far the communiqué.

— 35 —



Naeim GILADI : Ben-Gurion's Scandals

The reliable reports received by the Jewish agency were from British
citizens who came to Palestine as part of an exchange deal starting in
December 1941 through March 1945. Among them were 550 Jews.

After the Jewish Agency communiqué, many Palestine residents, and
in particular activists in the Jewish Agency and Zionist Organization were
enraged and complained to the leaders: "Why were you silent thus far, and
why did you disregard all the information in the papers?"

The accusations turned into a major scandal in the Yishuv.

The leaders of the Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency would
answer: "We did not know ... We did not know."

The accusations continued to intensify and in early December 1942
when the Histadrut Council met, a number of delegates raised the
question. Eliahu Golomb, the Haganah chief said they did not know and
that any information received about the massacre was received too late.
This answer did not satisfy those present. One of them, Zalman Robashov
(who later became the country's president in addition to being a journalist
and author) spoke with excitement and asked the leaders of the Jewish
Agency who were present:

Why should anyone be astonished? Whose duty was it to be
aware of the dangers awaiting the people? Who had the right to be
surprised?

And after all, we were warned. We were cautioned ... Luiger
said it ... They said it ...

The representatives of the leftist Zionist Workers party, Moshe
Aram said similar things, only more emphatically.

The Yishuv and the Histadrut and the activists are unwilling
accomplices to murder. (Davar, 4 December 1942)

Robashov was right. An international institution which claims to
represent the Jewish people all over the world and which aspires to fulfill
the people's dreams must have known and brought it to the attention of all
Jews in the world, to alert all people of the world to the crime.

Yet the organ of the Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency which
was controlled by the Mapai Labor Party did all it could to minimize any
reports about the murder and even questioned the reliability of the
sources.

And now as for the Question: did they really not know ?

Here are a number of news items | collected from those days
regarding the murder of European Jewry, starting with overseas sources:

1. October 22, 1941 — The Swedish paper Social Dem reported about a
massacre of Jews committed by the Nazis. In that report the name of the
officer Adolf Eichmann is mentioned as the one in charge of the killings.

2. October 22, 1941 — The sdame report was printed in the Times.

3. October 22, 1941 — The Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA) reported
the the Schlimno camp, which was formerly the residence of 50,000 Jews
has no more than 600 people in it. That was according to the report in the
paper.

4. November 2, 1941 — The JTA correspondent filed anothe report
about 52,000 Jews in Kiev.

5. October 7, 1941 - The anti-Nazi Polish command announced
(Announcement No MND-750-40) that Jews were being systematically
murdered and among other thinbgs listed the terms used by the Nazis in
their killing of Jews, such as

a. Elimination

b. Extermination

c. Liquidation
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6. December 5, 1941 — The Herald Tribune carried a report about the
systematic murder of Jews.

7. November 19, 1941 — There was a detailed account by the head of
the British diplomatic mission in Switzerland, by Alexander Vadus, the
Polish diplomatic representative in Bern. The report said that up to that
point a million and-a-half Jews were murdered. (Encounter, p. 21, op. cit.)

8. January 2, 1942 — The Jewish Chronicle (a Jewish Zionist paper that
is kosher and reliable) reported about the murder of Jews in the city of
Rostow. The same item was carried in most British papers the very same
day.

9. June 2, 1942 — The British Broadcasting Service aired a detailed
report on the systematic murder of Jews under German occupation. The
report quoted a 700,000 figure of victims.

10. April 1942 — The Times reported the murder of 120,000 Jews in
Turkey.

These are the reports that came from unimpeachable overseas
sources that also included the Jewish Telegraphic Agency and The Jewish
Chronicle. Let us now see what was published in the Hebrew press in
Palestine, and it is appropriate to first look at what Davar published — the
newspaper which expressed the majority opinion in the  Zionist
Organization. On January 28, 1942 it was reported under the Detail column
that the death rate among the Jews of Warsaw was nine times higher than
among non-Jewish residents.

In July 1941 there were 3,459 deaths. The natural increase in the
Jewish population is 4 times lower than among non-Jews.

Is it not obvious that the Jews were in some kind of trouble?

On January 30, 1942, there was a news item in a black box on 15
Jews who were executed.

On January 2, 1942, there was a horrible decimation of Polish Jewry.
In 1941 165,000 Jews died.

On January 3, 1942, there was a report on the death of 173,000 Jews
in the Lodz ghetto (from the German press).

On February 8, 1942, under the headline "Jewish Blood Being Spilled
Like Water,"” the number of Vilna Jews dropped to as low as 40,000 from
the previous 70,000.

And more:

Many were shot to death; 1,000 Jews were executed at Troki; 600
murdered in the town of Niaminchi and 200 at Eishishuk.

The same report said that Jewish war prisoners from the Red Army
were murdered.

On February 9, 1942, there was a report from Kuibishev sent by the
author Ehrenburg, describing an atrocity in which children, old men and
women were murdered and young Jewish women were raped in Venisa,
Friloki and the Odessa area.

On February 11, 1942, there was a report about the electrification of
the Warsaw ghetto walls, as well as Lublin and other ghettos.

On February 19, 1942, a report about Austrian Jews being barred from
buying coffee, cocoa and fruit.

On February 24, 1942, a story about deaths in Warsaw, mentioning
the names of 6 Jewish women and two men who attempted to leave the
ghetto without permission and were executed.

On February 24, 1942, seven were killed in Budapest.

On March 1, 1942, a report about the deportation of Jews from
Transnistria, numbering tens of thousands.

On March 16, 1942, a report titled "Jewish Blood Being Spilled Like
Water" which stated that the joint representative in Hungary, S.B. Jocobson
who just returned to America said that according to Hungarian soldiers who
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returned from the front, 240,000 Jews who had been deported from
Germany and from Central Europe to the Ukraine were murdered there.
The mass murder was carried out by the Gestapo. Next to this report
Molotov is quoted about the Nazi massacre in the Ukraine.

On June 30, 1942, under the headline "Horror,” a report said that the
spokesman for the World Jewish Congress announced in New York that at
least one million Jews had recently been murdered in Europe by the Nazis
and at least half of this number murdered in Poland. The following day all
radio stations in the United States aired the report.

On September 4, 1942, was a report about a protest rally by the Labor
party in London condemning the atrocities against the Jews in Poland.
Sarnuel (Arthur) Sigelboim spoke at the rally and gave a horrifying account
of the extermination.

All this information appeared in Davar and it is my belief that Moshe
Sharett, David Ben-Gurion and the rest of the Zionist leadership read
Davar!

Haaretz

This paper printed all the information found in Davar but in most
cases in black boxes. Haaretz also reported the information coming from
London about the mass Kkillings.

On July 28, 1942, was a report titled "6,000 WARSAW GHETTO JEWS
EXECUTED." The report said that notices were posted on the streets about
an order to deport 6,800 Jews to an unknown destination in the east and it
was feared that when they got there they would be executed as was the
case with the Jews deported from other Polish cities. In the vicinity of
Volodimiz in eastern Poland there is a mile-long mass grave with
thousands of murdered Jews.

Hatzofe

Hatzofe reported most of the news from the news agencies about the
massacre of European Jews. We found the first Hatzofe report on March 16,
1942 (27 Adar, 5702) on the massacre carried out by the Nazis in the
Ukraine (240,000 Jews murdered in the Ukraine?) but there was a question
mark at the end of the headline.

Hamishikif

The March 16th Hamashikif had a front page headline about the
massacre of Ukraine's Jews. The same headline with a black box was
printed at the top of the paper.

Thus far, this is the information we were able to gather from various
archives in Israel and from overseas sources about what took place in
Europe.

And now we return to the statements of the Zionist leadership who
claimed "we did not know."

If we go back to Hitler's intentions for European Jews which were
reflected in his book, Mein Kampf; his statements in the victory address he
delivered in Warsaw in 1939; the pogroms against Polish Jews when the
country was being occupied and the information presented by the press — if
after all this the Zionist leaders had the gall to say "we did not know," then
the explanation for this is: they knew, but it seems that what the Nazis did
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to the Jews somehow fit in with the goals of the Zionist movement. Suffice
it for me to quote David Greenbaum, to be convinced that they knew, and
how!

News about the killings came in non-stop. He didn't know, or he didn't
want to know!

The Biltmore Conference

In early 1942 Ben-Gurion set to work organizing a Zionist conference
in the United States. It can in fact be said that Ben-Gurion was among
those who initiated the conference and worked to bring it about.

In early May 1942 delegations from the Zionist Organizations in the
world began to arrive in New York and on the 6th of that month the
conference began at the Biltmore Hotel, headed by the leaders of the
Zionist movement: Chaim Weizmann, David Ben-Gurion, Dr. Nahum
Goldman, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi Stephen Wise and Israel
Goldstein.

The main speaker at the conference was David Ben-Gurion, and the
deliberations went on through May 1st in the evening when the
representatives agreed on the following resolutions:

1. The American Zionists convened at this special conference to
underscore their support of freedom, democracy and international
justice to which the Allies are committed and which reflects their
belief in the eventual victory of humanity and justice against the
lawless forces of savagery.

2. The conference is sending a message of hope and support to
their Jewish brethren in the ghettos and concentration camps in
occupied Europe under Hitler and the participants of this conference
are praying for their freedom.

3. In our era, and particularly in the past 20 years, the Jewish
people awoke and grew in number in their ancient homeland from
50,000 after World War | to 500,000 at present. They farmed the
barren lands and planted fruit trees and made the desert bloom.
Their pioneering work in agriculture and industry is based on
modern methods of cooperative settlement.

4. The conference is calling for the implementation of the main
goals of the Balfour Declaration and the British Mandate (which
acknowledges) the historical ties between the Jewish people and
Palestine and includes an opportunity for the Jewish people to
establish a Jewish commonwealth as President Wilson made clear.
The conference underscored its rejection of the White Paper
published in Paris in 1939 as this Paper is restricting and in fact
negating the right of Jews to immigrate and live in Palestine, and
as Churchill made clear to the British Parliament in May 1939 this
Paper is in conflict and negates the Balfour Declaration. The White
Paper policy is cruel and indefensible as it negates the inalienable
rights of Jews who are escaping Nazism. At a time when Palestine
has become a central point in the Allies' war effort, with each
Palestinian Jew needed to assure the manpower supply for
agriculture and industry, the White Paper policy) also runs counter
to the Allies' war effort.

5. In the fight against the aggressive forces whose first victims were
the Jews, and who are threatening the Jewish homeland, it is
imperative that the right of the Jews in Palestine to take an active
part in the war effort and to defend their country be recognized, in
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the form of a Jewish military force which will fight under its own flag
under the command of the Allies.

6. The conference states that the new world order which will follow
the victory will not be founded on the principles of justice and peace
for as long as the Jewish homeland problem is not solved.

The conference called for Palestine's doors to be opened and for the
Jewish Agency to be allowed to handle Jewish immigration to Palestine.
Powers should be granted to the Agency which would facilitate the
establishment of the state and farming of empty lands, with the goal of
Palestine to become a Jewish commonwealth within the new democratic
world. Then and only then would the ancient injustice to the Jewish people
be rectified.

These are the resolutions of the special conference that began with
fanfare-with every Jew in the world waiting and hoping for at least one
resolution about rescuing the Jews of Europe. The disappointment was
bitter when none were forthcoming. There was not a single word about
saving the Jews who were being slaughtered except of course, "THE
PRAYERS OF THE CONFEREES."

There is a custom among peoples to unite against a common enemy,
but that is not the way our leaders acted. Ben-Gurion, who in effect gained
control of the Zionist Organization began to make things difficult for Chaim
Weizmann and he took a lot of time and energy to "get" Weizmann at
every opportunity.

Among other things he said about Weizmann was, "If Weizmann is
only able to work by himself | shall ask him to resign." Weizmann did not
keep silent and said, "If Ben-Gurion wants to supervise me then he cannot
expect me to work with him."

Ben-Gurion said, "Weizmarm is acting on his own as if it were his
private business ... He personally dictates things ... | have to tell him | do
not consider myself bound to him."

Weizmarm said, "Ben-Gurion is suffering from psychological problems
... He is always with a chip on his shoulders, with tense nerves and he turns
every meeting into ... the frenzy of a madhouse.”

And Weizmann further said, "Ben-Gurion is developing fascist and
megalomaniac tendencies on top of political hysteria ... a petty dictator."”
Stephen Wise invited the two quarreling men to his house to make peace,
but to no avail. Those things were said at a time when Hitler and his
colleagues massacred Jews at an average rate of 10,000 a day.

More Meetings and Not a Word about the Holocaust!

Ben-Gurion stayed in New York for a few months after the Biltmore
conference. There were many reasons for this, among them, an attempt to
meet with the U.S President so the latter would press Britain to cancel the
White Paper. That is what was said at the time.

But many know the open secret that he was in love with the Zionist
organization secretary, Miss Cohen. Eventually on October 2, 1942 and
again on October 8, he held news conferences in the large hall of the
Jewish Agency in Jerusalem.

He spoke in detail for an hour and answered local and foreign
journalists' questions. He spoke about the United States, about American
Jews, about antiSemitism in the United States and of course the Biltmore
conference, the future Jewish army, Hadassah, the Magnes Group, and the
proposals of Peter Bergson's (Hillel Kook) group who wanted a Jewish
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government in exile. But not a single word about the slaughter of European
Jews or about plans to save European refugees.

At Another Meeting

On October 15th the Zionist executive committee met and the main
speaker was David Ben-Gurion. He spoke at length about a Zionist and
American Jewish course of action. But this time he mentioned the
Holocaust. He said, "Given the disaster suffered by Polish Jewry many Bund
leaders came to the United States." That was all; not a word about the
Holocaust nor about plans to rescue Europe's Jews.

On November 10th there was another session of the Zionist executive
committee, which was a continuation of the previous one. Ben-Gurion took
part in the debate but not a word was said about the Holocaust.

Not until November 30th, a week after the statement of the Jewish
Agency about the slaughter in Europe, was there a special meeting of the
delegates' assembly in Jerusalem where Ben-Gurion said:

We do not know for certain what happened in the Nazi Valley
of Death, how many Jews were already massacred or murdered or
burned alive. But we do know what Hitler has in mind and what he
wrote in his book, Mein Kampf.

He proceeded to talk about the main subject of saving the children
and opening the doors of Palestine. But most of what he said was about
the plans to form a Jewish army. He concluded:

Let us say our last word to our brothers and sisters, the
martyrs in the Nazi Ghettos: your calamity is our calamity, your
blood is our blood. We will do all we can to avenge you and we will
not let ourselves rest until we rescue you from the Nazi Inferno as
well as from the degenerating diaspora; and until we bring all of
you here to our country we are building and redeeming.

From the above it is evident that Ben-Gurion knew what Hitler wrote in
his book and what was planned.

Why then was no action taken? Why was there no debate on the
Holocaust and no rescue operation planned and enacted at that conference
called Biltmore?

The author used the following sources:
1. Shabtai Teve, Yediot Aharonot, October 24, 1986.
2. Walid Khalidi, "From Haven to Conquest," Beirut, 1972, pp. 495-96.
3. Shabtai Beit-Zvi, p. 102-3.

As for Ben-Gurion's acts of commission and omission on the
Holocaust, it will suffice to read this letter attentively:

To: The Prime Minister of Israel, Jerusalem
Dear Mr. Prime Minister:
The undersigned S. Beit-Zvi, lives in Tel Aviv and teaches for a living.

Years ago | wrote in newspapers under the name "B. Shavivi." In recent years
I was active in Maoz, an association to aid Soviet Jews. My public pursuit led
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me to study extensively the rescue effort by Jews and in particular by the
Zionist movement during the Holocaust in Europe (the years 1939-1945).
The study involved an examination of the press and literature of that period as
well as conversations with people who were able and willing to assist me.

The extensive material which | saw in the year | studied the issue led me
to the conclusion that the Zionist movement and the JewishYishuv in the Land
of Israel are very guilty with respect to their brethren in Europe, both by failing
to do things which needed to be done in order to save them, and by doing
things which greatly hurt the rescue efforts. Here are some of these acts of
commission and omission: When the war broke out, rescuing Jews did not
become the chief goal of the Zionist movement and of the Jewish Yishuv in
Palestine. In fact this goal was not even alongside the two goals which your
honor announced when the war broke out (fighting Hitler and fighting the White
Paper).

Never during the Holocaust period, not even when the extent of the
destruction became known and widely publicized, the rescue effort as such
was not at the center of Zionist movement activity nor did it keep busy on a
full time basis its main leaders (your honor, Dr. Weizmann, B. Katzenelson). At
most, during the "peak™ period several leaders of the Zionist movement
worked on it part time and the task was handled by marginal institutions of the
Movement. The Zionist Organization, which was at the time the chief Jewish
force in the world and had the power to act and demobilize failed to show
dedication to rescuing European Jewry. And in the absence of dedication to
the rescue effort, it was doomed to fail even before it began.

Apart from what was not done, the actions which were carried out were
even more serious in hampering the rescuing of Jews. During the emergency
situation which developed when the war broke out, the Zionist movement
continued full scale its war against "territorialism."

It declared war against any Jew who would escape Europe and find
shelter in a place other than Palestine. Your honor declared at the Biltmore
conference that "the meaning of these ships (Patria and Strurna) is simple-the
Land of Israel or death.” This statement which was rn ade as a description of
objective reality was, in actuality an expression of the policy of the Zionist
movement. This policy turned the British government (which in any event was
not made up of saints) into Hitler's de-facto allies in murdering Europe's Jews
(see the notorious statement of Lord Cranborne in the British parliament and
Eden's argument against saving the Jews in Bulgaria when he met with
Roosevelt). (R. Sherwood: Roosevelt and Hopkins, chapter 28)

As the Zionist movement was callous towards the Holocaust in Europe, it
did not hesitate to exploit their catastrophe towards its own ends, and it even
planned openly and publicly how it would exploit the post-war situation when
the survivors would be around and their presence and plight would further the
ends of Zionism. Striking examples can be found in your honor's speeches in
the book Bernaarcha (In the Struggle) volume 3, p. 123, 134; volume 4, p. 31,
90, 102; volume 2, p. 255, 268. This hope did indeed materialize, but the
small proportion which survived did so entirely no thanks to the institutions
and the Yishuv in that in the critical years they rendered direct assistance to
the propaganda and deception machinery of Goebbels. In September 1944,
your honor announced that "the news of the Massacre in Poland reached us
late, and even when it did reach us nobody wanted to believe us."
Unfortunately, | found no confirmation of that statement. The truth is that for
more than three years-through November 1942-Davar as well as other
newspapers campaigned vehemently and systematically against
"exaggerations" about the killing of Jews which reached Palestine from various
sources. Your honor, if I am not mistaken, was in London (or New York) in
August and September 1942 when Siegelbaum and the Polish government
made public lots of reliable information about was taking place in Poland, but
the news reached the Jewish Yishuv without restrictions and denials no earlier
than late November. Till that time the Yishuv had been "immunized" against
"horrendous propaganda” to the point that it continued to see some degree of
exaggeration in all it heard, especially that now and then there were hints to
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that effect in statements of Yishuv leaders. See for instance your honor's
statement of March 1943 about "a major massacre of Jews by the tens of
thousands and hundreds of thousands"-no millions yet!). These and other
facts, with which | do not wish to tire your honor led me to the conclusion
which was expressed at the beginning of this letter. 1 believe 1 also
understand the reason for the conduct of the Zionist Organization-a reason
which has to do with the instinct not the nature of Zionism. It is hardly
necessary to point out that | did not come to the conclusions | did lightly, and
if 1 have not exaggerated my conclusions then their significance would be
nothing short of fateful. Fearing that | might have failed to take into account
something elementary which has escaped me, or perhaps there is something |
misunderstood, | am asking your honor to grant me a meeting so we can
discuss this matter.

Respectfully and Thanking in Advance, S. BeitZvi, 13 May 1962

(Written by the author of "Post-Ugandan Zionism on Trial, available on
the site <aaargh-international.org/fran/livres/livres.html>)

The Patria Ship

In the latter half of November 1940, a number of ships carrying
thousands of immigrants from Europe arrived, among them the Pacific and
the Milos. The immigrants, most of whom fled from the Nazis, got on the
ships without the screening that the Jewish Agency conducted, and most
were elderly and children. The Jewish Agency had thousands of -certificates
available which remained unused but someone in the Agency leadership
must have decided these Jews did not merit certificates.

They were willing to gamble with their lives in the struggle against the
White Paper which limited the number of Jewish immigrants. The Mandate
authorities inquired at the Jewish Agency whether these immigrants would
be included in the immigration quota set by the White Paper, that is, to
use the available certificates to enable these immigrants to get in, but the
Agency's answer was a categorical no, accompanied by a huge outcry.
(According to the British Colonies Minister Oliver Stanley on February 3,
1943, the Jewish Agency had at the time 29,000 entry visas it could have
used for these Jews.) Given the evasive stance of the Jewish Agency, the
British began to transfer the passengers of the two ships to another ship,
the Patria which was in Haifa and was to take them to the island of
Mauritius (a British colony).

The Jewish Agency felt otherwise and decided to use the lives of the
immigrants for a gamble with a drastic, dramatic act aimed at achieving
political goals. Haganah activists took an enormous explosive charge into
the ship despite the danger to the lives of the 1,783 people. The ship blew
up. The British did all they could to save the passengers, but the number
of victims nonetheless reached 257. The following day the Jewish Agency
declared that the act was carried out by the passengers themselves in
protest. (Christopher Sykes, p. 269)

But in their book the brothers, David and John Kimche (pp. 53-54) say
the ship sank 12 minutes after the explosion and the number of
passenger victims was 250 in addition to 50 crew and a policeman.

On page 110 of his book, Yigal Alon claims that the number of
immigrant victims was 275 but he mentions they died without giving a
reason.

Struma
Another ship whose passengers drowned was the Struma. In early

February 1942 the Struma arrived in Istanbul from Europe -carrying 769
immigrants sent by Stoufer (a Jew who does not belong to the team of
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emissaries sent by the Zionist movement to Europe such as, for example,
Bar-Gilead, who represented the Zionist movement in Europe and was the
liaison between the Zionist movement and Eichmann).

Stouffer would raise funds from the local community and use them to
hire ships which carried anyone who wanted to escape the Nazi hell. This
was different from the Zionist method, which involved screening and choice
of those suitable for work in settlements (that is, those who met its
criteria). But the Mandate authorities refused to allow the ship to dock in
Haifa unless the number of annual certificates was reduced by the number
of immigrants on board the ship. At that time the Jewish Agency had
25,000 unused entry permits. The ship stood for awhile and then Turkish
policemen came and tied it to a motorized boat and took it to the open
sea. The ship lacked vital supplies at the time, including water.

The ship sank. Some said it was sunk by a German submarine and
others claimed it sank because of a torpedo fired to error from a Soviet
ship. But none of these claims was correct, and here is Shabtai Beit-Zvi's
research on the matter:

1. There were extremist circles who said they saw a German
torpedo ship firing a torpedo at the ship and sinking it, but in the
1960s it became clear that this was not a reasonable assumption
because in that period there were no German war ships or submarines
in the Black Sea.

2. There were theories that it was one of the Russian submarines
which inadvertently sank the ship.

3. Lord Greenborn declared in the Parliament that the
passengers themselves may have sabotaged the ship out of
desperation, but this theory Is not supported by evidence.

4. There are those who argue that the ship sank due to a
deliberate act of terrorism as was the case with the Patria.

In 1979 another theory emerged which did not surprise anyone: that
"had the Jewish Agency placed the saving of lives above its political goals it
would not have sunk this ship." The Zionists chose to take advantage of
the explosion and the sinking of the ship in order to arouse world public
opinion, sympathy and support for the opening of Palestine's doors. When
Moshe Sharett was told, he said "there was no other way."

Some one thousand and two hundred people died as a result of the
sinking of two ships (Patria and Struma) but the Zionist leadership was not
deterred from gambling again with the lives of Jews to be sacrificed on the
altar of its dubious political goals.

Empire Life Guard

On 20 July 1947, the British seized the ship called Europe Exodus 1947
and brought it to the Haifa harbor with its 4,550 immigrants on board.
They were deported to France but refused to get off the ship. They then
were sent to Hamburg in Germany and taken off the ship by force (they
resisted).

The Haganah was ordered by the Jewish Agency leadership to carry
out a spectacular act, "to teach them a lesson." In the Cyprus camp were
11,000 Jews who attempted to get into Palestine illegally and the British
held them in Cyprus. Among them were a number of Americans and the
Haganah commander contacted them. They were Mauri Greenfield, Harold
Katz (the man in whose New York home the Israeli Mossad made contact
with Jonathan Pollard, the famous spy) and another volunteer whose name



Naeim GILADI : Ben-Gurion's Scandals

was Hugh McDonald. The Haganah commander asked them to blow up the
ship, Empire Life Guard. Harold and Mauri were instructed to prepare the
dynamite bricks and get them on board the ship which arrived in Cyprus
and was due to take 750 immigrants from there to the Haifa harbor.

A nurse, Judith Laurstein, was accompanying a handicapped
immigrant in a wheelchair. The dynamite bricks were hidden in the
wheelchair of the handicapped man and the detonators were hidden in the
anus of Sony Weintrop. The explosion was to take place three hours after
the detonators were connected (with a chemical material). The saboteurs
got on board the ship and placed the dynamite in the lower chamber. The
door was locked but they sawed it and when they got close to the shores of
Palestine they connected the detonators. Then the ship stopped and
docked away from the harbor. The saboteurs contacted Nachshon, the
Haganah man in charge, and asked him what to do. For if the ship were to
sit too long the explosives would blow up and it would sink with all the
immigrants on board.

He replied, "I was taught how to connect detonators to dynamite but
not how to disconnect them." But there was a miracle and the ship
resumed its trip to Haifa.

The saboteurs got to the harbor and the explosion was heard. The
British promptly got the immigrants off the ship and put them on trucks
that went to the Atlit camp. Later it was learned that the immigrants were
not hurt and that was a blessing from heaven. But those who planned the
sabotage did not think about a miracle ... rather about an explosion and
about Killing people and sinking the ship with all the hundreds of
immigrants on board.

For years we were fed stories about the passengers of the immigrant
ships Patria and Struma: that they preferred to die in mid-sea, as a protest
against the British mandate not allowing them to set foot on the land of
Israel. Unfortunately, world public opinion swallowed these stories.

The Egoz

On the night of January 10- 11, 196 1, a large motorized ship named
Egoz sank. The ship had been used in World War 1l to pick up pilots who
had fallen into the sea. Forty-two people were on the ship, mostly children
from Morocco who were picked up by the Mossad on their way to Israel
through Gibraltar. The Israeli government accused the Moroccan
government of responsibility for the sinking of the ship and argued that a
storm that night was the reason for the sinking. But most Moroccan Jews
did not accept this explanation for a number of reasons:

1. The Moroccan government had never prevented Jews from leaving
for other countries, even if it knew they were headed to Israel. It did
object to selective immigration which meant that the elderly and the
more difficult cases were left to be cared for by the Moroccan

government. Moroccan government officials presented these
arguments before the Joint organization in Morocco a number of
times.

2. The Moroccan government, as noted did not stop its Jews from
going abroad to another country. But not even the Mossad managed
to bring the Jews to Israel directly. Rather, they had to come through
a number of intermediate destinations, so why was it necessary to
have operations such as what took place with the Egoz?

3. Before each sailing, those in charge checked the weather and did
not permit the ship to sail if there was any danger of a storm or
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strong winds or rain, and even the evening before the ship sailed the
Mossad men checked the weather and got in touch with the
meteorological station (see the book, The Yachin Operation, by
Shemuel Segev). They argued that the weather that evening was good
and comfortable, so how come all of a sudden a storm raged 10 miles
from the shore?

Moroccan Jews have other arguments as well:

1 When Egoz departed there was a large rubber boat which was
automatically loaded with a gas tank it carried; the boat was
permanently attached to the back of Egoz. Why did that boat
disappear during the sailing? Also,

2. Why were only 22 bodies found? Especially when it was said that all
passengers had life jackets?

3. Why was the radio man Chaim Sarfati, who was an excellent
swimmer and an outstanding athlete unable to save his own life?

A commission was formed to look into the circumstances of the
sinking of the Egoz. The commission investigated and submitted a detailed
report to BenGurion. But to this day the report has not been made public,
and even the families of those who died were not told about the contents
of that report. The argument was that such information would be against
the security interests of the State of Israel.

This is a groundless argument since the book The Yachin Operation was
published in Israel and the book has been translated and excerpts
published in the large circulation Arabic weekly, El- Watan El-Arabi. Anyone
who can read Arabic could learn about the matter, including the names of
government ministers from Morocco who had met with Israeli
representatives ... so what is there to fear?

A number of Moroccan intellectuals answer that the ship did not sink
but rather was sunk, i.e., someone had placed in it a time bomb so it
would sink in mid-sea. If you ask them why Israel would do so, their
answer is that:

Note — When Shaoul Abi Goor, one of the leaders of the Haganah, was
asked about the Patria ship sinking, he said: "In spite of the pain about
the victims, we had no choice but to do so." (Source: Brakhah Habas Hebrew
book, Poursay Hashaarim, p. 281.) At the time Arab leaders were gathered
in Morocco, including Gamal Abdel Nasser who had come to the conference.
It is likely that Israel wished to embarrass him and show the Arab world
that despite all the security measures taken by the Arabs, Israel's hand
could reach even to Morocco where the conference was taking place.

There had been the Patria, Struma and Empire Life Guard and more
as Minister Zippori said to Yediot Aharonot on October 4, 1984. There was
even an attempt to paint an Israeli plane in the colors and symbols of the
Egyptian air force and have that plane bomb an Israeli city to provide the
excuse to attack Egypt. The Minister went on ' "This is not unprecedented
.." (See the book, The Yachin Operation, by Shemuel Segev; the 7 Days
section of Yediot Aharonot, 20 September, 1991; Moniteen, a monthly
magazine.)

One thing that raised suspicion was that on the last trip of the
motorboat there were many lIsraeli agents, most of them Mossad activists.
The question is, if it was a regular trip, why were there so many Mossad
agents, such as (code names) "Alex," "Gilbert" and "Amil." With Alex was a
blonde woman and "Dino," an army intelligence officer. Most probably the
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reason was that at that time the Casablanca Conference was being held in
Morocco and the proof can be found on page 160 of the book Yachin
Operation by Shumel Segev. It said that "Alex" came to head the
"Mesgeret" organization in Morocco on the eve of the Casablanca
Conference. This conference was organized by King Mohamed V on January
3, 1961 to discuss the Congo crisis. Participating in the conference was
Gamal Abdel Nasser, President of the United Arab Republic government,
and leaders from Ghana, Guinea, Mali and all the countries of Africa except
South Africa and Rhodesia.

All the countries at the conference were strongly anti-Western and on
page 158 we find that one of the reasons for this kind of emigration was
also to prove to the Moroccan government that 